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Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always for you 
because of the grace of God that was given 
you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you 
were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge— even as the testimony about 
Christ was confirmed among you.

1 Cor. 1:3-6

ROME: Pope Francis said he 
was dismayed by Catholic 
communities and groups 

that claim to be working to improve 
Church life, but attempt to do so 
without prayer, the Eucharist and 
unity with the rest of the Church.

“At times, I feel a great sadness when I see a 
community that, with goodwill, takes a wrong 
path because it thinks it is making the Church 
through gatherings, as if it were a political 
party: the majority, the minority, what this one 
thinks of this or that or the other, (saying), ‘This 
is like a synod, a synodal path that we must 
take,’” the Pope said Nov 25 during his weekly 
general audience.

“I ask myself, ‘Where is the Holy Spirit 
there? Where is prayer? Where is the commu-
nity’s love? Where is the Eucharist?’ Without 

these four coordinates, the Church becomes a 
human society, a political party,” he said. “But 
there is no Holy Spirit.”

While the Pope did not mention a specific 
country or situation, already in June 2019, he 
had written a letter to Catholics in Germany 
urging them to ensure that their “synodal path” 
was guided by the Holy Spirit with patience 
and was not simply a “search for immediate 
results that generate quick and immediate con-
sequences but are ephemeral due to the lack of 
maturity or because they do not respond to the 
vocation to which we are called.”

The Catholic Church in Germany launched 
the Synodal Path in 2019. Scheduled to run for 
two years, it is debating the issues of power, 
sexual morality, priestly life and the role of 
women in the Church.

The aim is to restore trust lost in the clergy 
abuse scandal after the German Bishops’ Con-
ference released a study that revealed an esti-

mated 3,700 cases of sexual abuse reported in 
the German Church from 1946 to 2014.

The statistics prompted outrage in the gener-
al public, and the German bishops held several 
meetings to discuss reforms; some of the sug-
gestions included reviewing the Church’s dis-
cipline on priestly celibacy, reviewing Church 
law, promoting more women in church admin-
istration and reviewing Catholic teaching on 
sexual morality.

But some German bishops are concerned 
about the process. In an interview published 
Sept 17 by Germany’s Catholic news agency, 
KNA, Cardinal Rainer Maria Woelki of Co-
logne warned that the Synodal Path reform pro-
ject could lead to a “German national church.”

“The worst outcome would be if the Syn-
odal Path leads to a schism … with the univer-
sal Church,” Woelki said. “That would be the 
worst thing if something like a German nation-
al church were to be created here.”

In his audience, the Pope said that in order 
“to evaluate a situation, whether it is ecclesial 
or not, we must ask ourselves if there are these 
four coordinates: community life, prayer, the 
Eucharist and preaching.”

If one of those aspects is missing, he said, 
then the presence of the Holy Spirit is missing, 
which risks converting the Catholic Church 
into “a beautiful humanitarian association,” but 
“it is not the Church.”

Discussions and negotiations do not lead to 
the growth of the Church, he said. “It grows by 
attraction. And who creates that attraction? The 
Holy Spirit,” Pope Francis said, echoing the 
words of retired Pope Benedict XVI.

“If the Holy Spirit, who attracts people to Je-
sus, is missing, then there is no Church there. 
There is a nice club of friends, good, with 
good intentions, but there is no Church, there 
is no synodality,” the Pope said. — By Junno                 
Arocho Esteves, CNS
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Throughout this life we 
need to build a living faith 

that is fresh to witness and to 
endure, writes Bishop Cor-
nelius Piong of Keningau in 
his Advent Pastoral Message. 

“We are to realise and be 
thankful that the God we 
know and worship is the God 
who wants to build a relation-
ship with us human beings 
(John 1:14; Rev. 2:20). This 
is the reason why we need to 
be united, rooted and built on 
Jesus (Col. 2:6-7). 

“Throughout this Advent 
we have many opportunities 
to realise and be grateful for 
His initiative in drawing near 
and building relationships 
with us (John 3:16; Hebrews 
1:1-2).

“Throughout Liturgical 

Year B, we need to build a 
living and fresh faith, to wit-
ness and to persevere. During 
Advent we are helped to re-
alise and be thankful that the 
God we know and worship is 
the God who wants to build 
a relationship with us hu-

man beings (John 1:14; Rev. 
2:20). This is the reason why 
we need to be united, rooted 
and built on Jesus (Col 2:6-7). 
Throughout this Advent we 
have many opportunities to 
realise and be grateful for His 
initiative in drawing near and 
building relationships with us 
(John 3:16; Hebrews 1:1-2).

“Brothers and sisters, as 
followers and disciples of 
Jesus, during the COVID-19 
pandemic we all certainly feel 
anxious. Throughout this Ad-
vent let us focus our direction 
of life on Jesus, the expression 
of God’s love, participation 
and salvation for us. Let us 
have faith in Jesus’ own mes-
sage, ‘Do not let your hearts 
be troubled. Trust in God; 
trust also in me.’ (John 14:1).”

Bishop Cornelius Piong

Archbishop John Wong 
of Kota Kinabalu in his 
message says, “Our lives 
are challenged, our faith is 
pushed to the brink! One 
might ask; when is this go-
ing to end? What else is 
going to happen next year? 
Where is God? Does He 
not care for us? Stepping 
into the season of Advent, 
let us ask God for the wis-
dom, since Scripture prom-
ises that wisdom is readily 
found and seen by the one 
who seeks! (Wisdom 6:12). 

“We need wisdom to see 
things as they are, to see 
things as God sees them, 
and to live with faith. When 
we take time to be still in 
our hearts, we see God’s 
hand at work amidst the 

chaos and challenges. As 
we witness the number of 
COVID-19 cases adding 
on every day, the number of 
patients who recover every 

single day is equally as sig-
nificant if not more. God 
heals, through the hands of 
our medical frontliners. 

“Let us not fail to see that 
and give thanks. While our 
plans have been wrecked 
by the pandemic and we 
have been asked to stay at 
home for most of the year, 
my hope and prayer is that 
many of us have taken this 
time to truly mend our re-
lationship with the Lord, 
with our families, with our 
loved ones. What a grace 
we have been given. There 
is indeed, so much to be 
thankful for, amidst the tur-
moil.”

 See full text of the 
messages on Pg 3

Archbishop John Wong

Economy of 
Francesco

Advent pastoral letters from TWO Bishops



Every nation, almost every com-
munity has painful events that are 
etched in its collective memory. 

Globally, there have been many horrific 
episodes over the last century. The world 
experienced the genocide of the Holocaust, 
the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Naga-
saki during World War Two, the Armenian 
genocide of 1915 and the slave trade. 

There have been several painful episodes 
in Malaysian history too. 

Some in society may say, “Let’s move 
on. Why dig up old scars? Let bygones be 
bygones.”

In Chapter Seven of his encyclical let-
ter Fratelli Tutti (Brothers and Sisters All), 
the Bishop of Rome looks at “Paths of Re-
newed Encounter”. 

It is important to recall the historical 
truth of events so we can persevere in un-
derstanding one another: “It is a patient 
effort to seek truth and justice, to honour 
the memory of victims and to open the 
way, step by step, to a shared hope stronger 
than the desire for vengeance”. Such truths 
should not lead to revenge but rather to rec-
onciliation and forgiveness. 

Peace processes must involve ordinary 
people and their communities. We must put 
human beings at the centre of the process, 
starting from the least of them. We cannot 
ignore inequality in society and the lack of 
human development - for these make peace 
impossible. If we leave the marginalised 
on the fringes, “no political programmes 
or resources spent on law enforcement or 
surveillance systems can indefinitely guar-
antee tranquillity,” Francis writes.

The early Christian communities, who 
lived in a corrupt and troubled pagan 
world, showed patience and understand-
ing. Scripture urges us “to speak evil of no 
one, to avoid quarrelling, to be gentle, and 
to show every courtesy to everyone. For we 

ourselves were once foolish” (Tit 3:2-3). 
Jesus does not encourage us to seek con-

flict, but to endure it when it inevitably 
comes. That said, we should not defer to 
others for superficial peace in important 
matters lest it detracts from our own inter-
grity. 

We are called to love without exception. 
But loving an oppressor “does not mean al-
lowing him to keep oppressing us, or letting 
him think that what he does is acceptable”. 
On the contrary, “true love for an oppres-
sor means seeking ways to make him cease 
his oppression; it means stripping him of a 
power that he does not know how to use.” 

And we cannot remain silent. “Those 
who suffer injustice have to strenuously 
defend their own rights and those of their 
family, precisely because they must pre-
serve the dignity they have received as a 
loving gift from God.”

But we should not fuel anger, which is 
unhealthy for our own souls, or become 
obsessed with vengeance, the Bishop of 
Rome writes.

It is hard to overcome the bitter injus-
tices, hostility and mistrust left by conflict. 
But the only way forward is to overcome 
evil with good (Rom 12:21) and to culti-
vate virtues that foster reconciliation, soli-
darity and peace.

Forgiveness also does not mean forget-
ting. Certain memories like genocides and 
the slave trade must be kept alive. “Nowa-
days, it is easy to be tempted to turn the 

page, to say that all these things happened 
long ago and we should look to the future. 
For God’s sake, no!” Francis writes. “We 
can never move forward without remem-
bering the past; we do not progress without 
an honest and unclouded memory.”

These memories keep alive our collec-
tive conscience, bearing witness to suc-
ceeding generations of the horrors that 
once took place. Such witness “awakens 
and preserves the memory of the victims, 
so that the conscience of humanity may 
rise up in the face of the desire for domi-
nance and destruction”.

Those who truly forgive do not forget; 
rather they opt not to succumb to the same 
destructive forces that inflicted so much 
suffering on them. In doing so, they halt the 
advance of the forces of destruction. 

This does not mean the guilty should get 
off scot-free. We still must seek justice “out 
of respect for the victims” and as a means 
of “preventing new crimes and protecting 
the common good, not as an outlet for per-
sonal anger”. 

In seeking solutions in dramatic circum-
stances, some nations resort to war and the 
death penalty. Francis says these are false 
answers that do not resolve problems but 
instead introduce new elements of destruc-
tion. “War is a failure of politics and of hu-
manity, a shameful capitulation, a stinging 
defeat before the forces of evil.”

The Church once used to speak of the 
possibility of a “just war”. But with nuclear 

and chemical weapons around, the risks of 
war “will probably always be greater than 
its supposed benefits”. So, “Never again 
war!” Francis writes.

We must instead work to eliminate weap-
ons of mass destruction. The money saved 
on such weapons could go to a fund to end 
hunger and promote the development in 
impoverished nations. 

The rule of law at the international level 
should be upheld. We must work tirelessly 
through “negotiation, mediation and arbi-
tration”, as proposed by the UN Charter, to 
resolve conflicts. 

As for the death penalty, the Church is 
firmly committed to its worldwide aboli-
tion. This stance is all about upholding the 
inalienable dignity of every human being: 
“If I do not deny that dignity to the worst 
of criminals, I will not deny it to anyone. I 
will give everyone the possibility of shar-
ing this planet with me, despite all our dif-
ferences.”

The Bishop of Rome urges all Christians 
to work also for the improvement of pris-
on conditions. The latter is out of respect 
for the human dignity of those deprived 
of their freedom. “I would link this to life 
imprisonment … A life sentence is a secret 
death penalty,” he adds.

Francis also warns of “the growing 
practice in some countries of resorting to 
preventive custody, imprisonment without 
trial” and “so-called extrajudicial or extra-
legal executions, which are ‘homicides de-
liberately committed by certain states and 
by their agents’.”

Finally, he reminds us of Jesus’ warn-
ing to one of his disciples to put his sword 
back into its place, which he says harkens 
back to an ancient warning: “I will require 
a reckoning for human life. Whoever sheds 
the blood of a man, by man shall his blood 
be shed” (Gen 9:5-6). 

Moving from conflict to peace
Sunday Observer

By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

We begin Advent with the simple 
word: Watch! Next week we will be 

told: Stay Awake! The third week we have: 
Rejoice, and for the fourth week we have: 
Behold!

Watch! There are three ways that we 
need to watch. The first is to watch for 
those moments when the Lord is calling on 
us to reach out to others. St Teresa of Avila 
teaches us: 

Christ has no body now on earth, but 
yours; no feet, but yours. It is your eyes 
through which Christ’s compassion looks 
out to the world; your feet with which he 
must walk about doing good; your hands 
with which he blesses humanity; your 
voice with which his forgiveness is spoken; 
your heart with which he now loves. 

Jesus is calling upon us to bring his pres-
ence to others. Sometimes this might be ob-
vious, like a proclamation of our faith when 
we stand up for what is right regardless of 
what the crowd around us is saying or do-
ing. Or we might defend the faith when 
someone comes out with anti-Catholic big-
otry such as ”You Catholics don’t read the 
Bible” (we do), or “You Catholics worship 
Mary” (we don’t; we honour her, we pray 
for her intercession for us with her Son, but 
we don’t worship her.) We have to watch 
for those times that the Lord calls on us to 
bring His Presence to others by going out 
of our way to be kind to them. Sometimes 
even a smile can pick up someone who is 
having a bad day. We need to watch for 

those times when we can be Jesus’ hands 
and feet and voice. Of course, we cannot do 
that if we are so full of ourselves that we do 
not even notice the plight of others. If our 
basic outlook in life is ”It’s all about me,” 
then we are going to miss the times that it is 
all about Him. So you and I need to watch 

There is a second way that we need to 
watch. We need to watch for those seem-
ingly minor changes or additions to our 
lives that might change the very direction 
of our lives. I know a young lady who had 
just finished college and needed to con-
tinue her education, but who also wanted 
to take a gap year in her education, just 

to have a break from school. She prom-
ised her parents that she would definitely 
be back in school in a year. Her parents 
agreed. She thought about getting a job for 
a year. Then, just on a quirk, she decided 
to check Google for what volunteer ser-
vices were available. She was shocked at 
all the possibilities. She then started look-
ing into them, with her mind set on doing 
something that was run by a Catholic or-
ganisation.  She found many possibilities. 
She settled on one where she would live 
with other people her age, pray together, 
and spend time caring for poor people in 
the big cities. She loved it and had a won-
derful year. She went to grad school with 
two great gifts: she was more determined 
than ever to be a woman of God, and a 
young man with whom she could grow 
closer to God. Now he’s her husband, the 
father of her children, and the love of her 
life, at least this side of heaven.  You see, 
she watched, saw what appeared to be a 
minor change in the direction of her life, a 
direction more towards God, and then her 
whole life took a wonderful turn for the 
better. If we watch, sometimes things that 
might seem to be a good idea might be the 
Lord giving us a great idea.

The third way we need to watch might 
appear a bit scary, but it is realistic. The 
third way we need to watch is for the time 

that the Lord is calling us to leave this 
world and be fully united to Him. We al-
ways need to be ready to come before the 
Lord. Actually, we need to live as though 
every day might be both the best day and 
even the last day of our lives. This might 
seem to be a rather morbid thought, but, 
you know, it is not morbid. It’s realistic We 
all like to think that we are going to live to 
be a hundred, but what if we don’t live that 
long? Will we be ready for Him when we 
are 80? How about 50? How about 25? We 
always need to be ready for the Lord. No 
matter how old we are, our lives on earth 
will end much sooner than we expect. We 
always need to be ready to hear the Lord 
say, ”Well done, good and faithful servant. 
Enter into the joy of the Father.”

Watch. Watch for the times to bring Je-
sus to others. Watch for the quiet call from 
the Lord to refine the direction of our lives 
more towards Him. And watch for the time 
when we are called to present our lives to 
our God.  Watch! For the Lord has marvel-
lous things in store for us all. — By Msgr 
Joseph A Pellegrino

1st Sunday of Advent
Readings: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2b-7;

1 Corinthians 1:3-9;
Gospel: Mark 13:33-37

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

First Sunday of Advent: Watch!
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Do not let your hearts be troubled
Brothers and sisters in Christ

The feast of Christ the King that we just 
celebrated (on November 22, 2020) is the 
culmination of the liturgical year — Year 
A for us  as Catholics. Through the year we 
have walked together in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and King. On November 29, 2020 we 
will start the new Liturgical year, Year B, at 
the same time we enter the time of Advent.

As we enter the new liturgical year, it is 
good for us individually, as a family and as 
a community or BEC to spare time to re-
flect, on whether, throughout the year we 
have really acknowledged and accepted Je-
sus as our personal God and King, in our 
family and our community (BEC). We need 
to look at and examine the situation and the 
quality of our relationship with Jesus over 
the past year so that we can enter the new 
Church year with a new resolution that we 
truly accept Jesus and acknowledge him as 
our Lord and King.

Throughout this life we need to build a 
living and fresh faith, to witness and to en-

dure. In this Advent we are to realize and be 
thankful that the God we know and worship 
is the God who wants to build a relation-
ship with us human beings (John 1:14; Rev. 
2:20). This is the reason why we need to 
be united, rooted and built on Jesus (Col. 
2: 6-7). Throughout this Advent we have 
many opportunities to realize and be grate-
ful for His initiative in drawing near and 
building relationships with us (John 3:16; 
Hebrews 1:1-2).

Throughout Liturgical Year B, we need to 
build a living and fresh faith, to witness and 
to persevere. During Advent we are helped 
to realise and be thankful that the God we 
know and worship is the God who wants to 
build a relationship with us human beings 
(John 1:14; Rev. 2:20). This is the reason 
why we need to be united, rooted and built 
on Jesus (Col. 2:6-7). Throughout this Ad-
vent we have many opportunities to realise 
and be grateful for His initiative in draw-
ing near and building relationships with us 
(John 3:16; Hebrews 1:1-2).

Brothers and sisters, as followers and 

disciples of Jesus, during the COVID-19 
pandemic we all certainly feel anxious. 
Throughout this Advent, let us focus our 
direction of life on Jesus, the expression of 
God’s love, participation and salvation for 
us. Let us have faith in Jesus’ own message, 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in 
God; trust also in me.” (John 14: 1).

Let us make use of this Advent season 
to continue to strengthen our unity and be 
faithful to Jesus so that He becomes the 
Source, Reason and Purpose of our life, no 
matter what obstacles we face throughout 
life.

With the Holy Family, may we be helped 
to always live a Christ-centred life in what-
ever challenges we face.

Have a blessed Advent. 

+Rt Rev Datuk Cornelius Piong
Bishop of Kota Kinabalu

Nov 28, 2020

Surrender to God’s will
Archbishop John Wong’s Advent Message

Bishop Cornelius Piong’s Advent Message

My dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,

I believe you would agree with me, that 
this year has probably been one of the 
most challenging years for all of us. Look-
ing back to a year ago, no one would have 
anticipated this year to be what it was. 
From experiencing the loss of a loved 
one, contracting an illness, losing jobs, 
financial difficulties, losing our sense of 
purpose in life, and to constantly having 
fears and anxieties, it has truly been a dif-
ficult and tough year.

Our lives are challenged, our faith is 
pushed to the edge of the brink. One might 
ask; when is this going to end? What is 
going to happen next year? Where is 
God? Does He not care for us? Stepping 
into the season of Advent, let us ask God 
for wisdom, since Scripture promises that 
wisdom is readily found by the one who 
seeks! (Wisdom 6:12) We need wisdom to 
see things as they are, to see things as God 
sees them, and to live with faith. When 
we take time to be still in our hearts, we 
see God’s hand at work amidst the chaos 
and challenges. As we witness the num-
ber of COVID-19 cases rising every day, 
the number of patients who recover every 
single day is equally as significant if not 
more. God heals, through nature and the 
hands of our medical frontliners. Let us 
not fail to see that and give thanks. While 
our plans have been wrecked by the pan-
demic and we have been asked to stay at 
home for most of the year, my hope and 
prayer is that many of us have taken this 
time to truly mend our relationship with 
the Lord, with our families, with our loved 
ones. What a grace we have been given. 
There is indeed, so much to be thankful 
for, amidst the turmoil.

But perhaps for us as Catholics, the 
most painful thing is that so many of us 
have been deprived of the Holy Sacra-

ments in the Church for most of this year. 
A year ago, we were all privileged to be 
able to receive Holy Communion at the 
Eucharist in the Church. Now, we are 
robbed of that privilege and many of us 
can only virtually attend Mass through a 
screen and receive Communion spiritu-
ally. The leniency of not having to go to 
Church has unfortunately caused many to 
be complacent when it comes to our faith. 
We are now getting used to the idea of at-
tending Mass virtually. But even this can 
be a grace for us to increase our hunger 
and longing for Christ, and to never take 
the Sacraments for granted anymore.

Many have asked regarding this pan-
demic, “Is this a punishment from God?” 
He loves us, and yet He allows suffer-
ing. We will never be able to compre-
hend God’s ways. His thoughts are not 
our thoughts, neither are His ways our 
ways. For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are His ways higher than our 
ways and His thoughts than our thoughts. 
(Isaiah 55:8-9) Our minds will never be 
able to fully understand why God allowed 
this. When we look around us, we feel like 
our “boats” are sinking, some may even 
feel their boats have capsized. But Christ 
continues to call us to keep our gaze on 
Him and to have faith. (Mark 4:37 – 41) 
He is in control, and He knows what is 
going on around and within us.

As we enter this Advent season to pre-
pare and anticipate Christmas, let us take 
time to also ponder on two of the greatest 
saints in our Church, Joseph and Mary. At 
the Annunciation, our Blessed Mother re-
sponded to the Angel Gabriel with these 
words that would change her life and the 
world forever: “Behold, I am the hand-
maid of the Lord; let it be done to me ac-
cording to your word” (Luke 1:38), know-
ing the consequences and risks that would 
transpire. Still, one of the first things she 

did after Christ was conceived in her 
womb was to share His joy when she vis-
ited her cousin Elizabeth. No uncertainty 
or fear can take away the joy of Christ for 
one who trusts in God.

Joseph, after realizing Mary had been 
chosen by God to conceive the Most Holy 
One, felt unworthy to have Mary, such a 
Perfect and Holy vessel of God. But after 
the angel appeared to him in a dream, af-
firming him that he should not be afraid 
to take Mary as his wife, because Mary 
had conceived what was in her by the 
Holy Spirits (Mt 1:20), Joseph humbly 
accepted the will of God and gave himself 
wholly to the plan of God to be the earthly 
father of His Son.

Preparing for the birth of the Saviour 
of the world was nothing ordinary. Both 
Joseph and Mary, in their humility and 
simplicity, were very much like us. They 
faced many challenges and did not have 
everything figured out. But they trusted, 
gave everything they had, and surren-
dered to the will of God every step of the 
way. Though they encountered many ob-
stacles and closed doors in their journey, 
it all finally led them to a place they prob-

ably least expected, the humblest place – 
a manger. There, Christ was born. God’s 
plan was revealed to Joseph and Mary as 
they surrendered and placed their total 
trust in God.

When we look at the challenges, adver-
sities, and hardships we face in the world 
today, there is no way we can face it all 
with our own strength. Thankfully, we 
are not alone! Christ urges in His Word to 
take heart, for He has overcome the world 
(John 16:33).

The Lord often raises up saints during 
the hardest and most challenging times. 
Let us learn to see with the eyes of faith 
and strive for holiness more than ever. Let 
us be assured of Christ’s closeness to us 
in this difficult and challenging time. Let 
us continue to cultivate a life of prayer 
which will help us to fix our gaze on 
Christ through these times and in the hope 
that He may raise us up to be the saints 
of today.

This Advent, may we, like Mary and 
Joseph, give everything we have, to pre-
pare for the birth of Christ in our hearts by 
trusting and surrendering all to the will of 
God. May our longing for Christ increase 
more and more as we start to prepare for 
His birth. Let us open our hearts to al-
low God to take us on a journey towards 
Christmas. Through the challenges, the 
difficulties, and the uncertainties, the cer-
tainty of Who God is, remains the same. 
He is love. He is Emmanuel, close to us, 
through it all.

Have a blessed Advent!

Most Rev John Wong
Archbishop of Kota Kinabalu

Nov 24, 2020
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Penang Diocese prepares special kit 
for Advent and Christmas
PENANG: Catholics in the Diocese of 
Penang will now have a fully-guided set 
of prayers and spiritual materials to bet-
ter prepare for the season of Advent and 
Christmas.

The Millennial Advent-Christmas Kit 
was prepared by a team of young adults 
from the different offices of the Diocese 
and commissioned by Bishop Sebastian 
Francis.

The kit will assist various families 
and individuals to be united in prayer 
during this time of pandemic where 
mass gatherings are restricted.

With the theme and hashtag #Glow-
4Christ, participants are encouraged to 
shine the light of Christ and bear wit-
ness for Him by sharing testimonies, 
photos and videos of their activities.

There are different reflection themes 
each weekend where participants are in-

vited to prepare the materials and pray 
together at a specific time whilst reflect-
ing on the Word of God.

An Advent-Christmas calendar is also 
prepared as a guide with various activity 
suggestions to be used for daily spiritual 
walks throughout the entire season. 

Bishop Sebastian shared that this kit 
is a special gift for the faithful to jour-
ney through this beautiful season of 
grace even more meaningfully.

“I wish to invite you to embrace fully 
and live with intensity these events of 
the Good News, as you make a con-
scious effort to be of good cheer,” he 
said.

The kit, which is prepared in English, 
Mandarin, Tamil and Bahasa Malaysia 
can be downloaded via the link: https://
bit.ly/pgdiocese-advent-xmas-2020. — 
By Aaron Lim

KUALA LUMPUR: The enforcement of 
the Conditional Movement Control Order 
(CMCO) in many states in the Archdio-
cese of Kuala Lumpur has challenged the 
parishes in their preparation to celebrate 
Christmas in a meaningful manner.

However, some have taken the challenge 
and have organised some programmes.
1. Journey with St Luke to Christmas 
Join the parishioners of the Cathedral of St 
John as they reflect on the 24 chapters of St 

Luke from Nov 29 – Dec 23 from 8.30pm 
- 9.30pm daily via ZOOM, and concluding 
with a special session on December 24.

This spiritual journey will feature reflec-
tions by some of our priests: Fr Andrew 
Kooi, Fr Andrew Xavier, Fr Biju Matthew, 
Fr Christopher Soosaipillai, Fr Clarence 
Dass, Fr Richard Anthony, Fr Surain Du-
rai Raj, Fr William Michael, Msgr Leonard 
Lexson and Archbishop Julian Leow.   

The objective is to ensure that we all 
have a meaningful advent and come to-
gether as a Catholic community in this 
time of uncertainty, to joyfully prepare for 
the coming of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.

The participants are requested to:
l Read the chapter of the day, prepare 
themselves for the session, and keep 
in mind that this is a time of reflection 
and not a Bible study.  
l If possible prepare the Advent 
candles, so that they can be lit together 
every Sunday just before the session 
begins.
The same link is to be used everyday: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88358263284?
pwd=SVVEUEVZS0taSkdlam9iUkszS0Qv
UT09
Meeting ID: 883 5826 3284
Passcode: LOVE

Advent Programmes in the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

MJD News Update #18Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

Welcome to F12 MJD NEWS UPDATES: 
Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you, dear People of God. 

1.0  Thought for the Week
The master was having a conversation 
with his disciple. The Master said, “Love 
is the best cure. Love is the most effec-
tive medicine for humans.” “What if it 
doesn’t work?”, the disciple asked. 

The master replied, “Increase the 
dose!”

Paul said,”Love conquers evil. Love 
casts out fear. Love covers a multitude of 
sin”. 

Maya Angelou said, “Love recognises 
no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps fenc-
es, penetrates walls to arrive at its desti-
nation full of hope”. 

With increasing doses of love, we are 
changed. We are transformed. We are 
healed. We do the impossible. What med-

ication or drugs cannot do, love is able to. 
Do we have enough love in our hearts to 
give it or go beyond the normal?  
2.0 Announcements for this week:
2.1 From Nov 29, the Advent Fridays of 
Prayer & Fast begins. Be one with the 
suffering and the wounded world. As we 
pray and quieten down, let us hear the 
“cry of the poor and the earth”. Gather 
online on Dec 4, 11 and 18 at 8.00pm for 
the Advent Friday Holy Hour.
2.2 The first-ever Virtual Christmas 
Charity Concert 2020 is a joint project 
of Caritas-MJD and Catholics GoLive. 
It is a programme filled with carolling, 
sharing on the real message of Christmas 
and raising funds for three beneficiaries 
the SSVP of Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, JB; the Montfort Youth Cen-
tre, Melaka and the Care Haven’s new 
orphanage at Kota Tinggi. Watch out for 
the launch on Catholics Go Live YouTube 

Channel (http://tinyurl.com/christmas-
launching) on Nov 29, 2020. 

2.3 The Disaster Relief Fund organised 
by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
Malaysia for the victims of the recent ty-
phoon of the Philippines, Vietnam, Laos 
and Cambodia will close on Nov 30. Let 
us do our part for the suffering.

3.0 This Week’s Questions & Queries 
Today we will be following up on the Ele-
ments of Prophetic Leadership. The pro-
phetic leaders relate with the members of 
their community in mutual submission. 
They are community-based, seeking pro-
phetic guidance. These communities are 
faithful to the following fundamentals: 
recognising and embracing the gifts of 
others in their community; closeness to 
God in prayer and worship; listening to 
God’s Word; and seeking to be sensitive 

to God’s timing. How do they process the 
God-given word? The prophetic word is 
received by the leadership or decision-
making team when it comes. The word 
may come from outside the group or 
from within. Then they discern and de-
cide if the word is an inspiration, an en-
couragement, a directive or a correction.
(Next week, you can look forward to 
some guidelines on evaluating a prophet-
ic word)

Let us continue to build God’s Kingdom 
together. Have a great weekend. God 
bless you. 

Bishop Bernard Paul
November 27, 2020

Click here to watch the video

Pray with your imagination during the sea-
son of Advent. Tucker Redding, S.J., re-

turns with a special six-part Advent season of 
the “Imagine” podcast to guide you through 
Scripture using the practice of Ignatian Con-
templation. Journey with Mary and Joseph 
during Advent as you imagine scenes from 
the Annunciation all the way up to the birth of 
Christ. The first episode of this season will be 
released on Saturday, November 28.

To listen to the series, be sure to subscribe 
on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or your favourite 
podcast player!

You can also hear previous episodes of 
“Imagine” at americamagazine.org/imagine-
prayer — By Tucker Redding, S.J, America

Imagine podcast: 
Advent edition

2. Advent-Christmas Kit
This Advent-Christmas Kit 2020 by the 
Chapel of Christ the Light, the Chapel of 
Christ the King and the Church of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, is prepared to assist 
families and individuals in our parish in 
preparing through the journey of Advent 
and Christmas.

It is also to help in the weekly prepa-
ration as a guide in the spiritual walk 
throughout the season of Advent.

A weekly Advent Byte video will be 

sent via WhatsApp for reflection and to 
instil the spirit of Advent.
The weekly Advent Byte video will con-
sist of:
l Theme for reflection
l Opening & Closing Hymn
l Opening & Closing Prayer
l Short homily and message by Fr 
Alan Pereira
l Sharing of messages and activities 
by individuals and parishioners

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arIYtRQTHvc
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/imagine-a-guide-to-jesuit-prayer/id1514478151
https://open.spotify.com/show/4EVzams4xzzoldmEIB0iJ2?si=CoTo-SmpSH6lQQsKwn2F_g
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88358263284?pwd=SVVEUEVZS0taSkdlam9iUkszS0QvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88358263284?pwd=SVVEUEVZS0taSkdlam9iUkszS0QvUT09
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Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur 
pre-pastoral planning

“We need to reflect on 
the realities of today, 

while keeping in mind an ur-
gent question — what have 
we been doing to respond to 
the needs of the people on the 
ground? The BECs have been 
doing their part, not only by 
registering people for Masses, 
but more importantly, by be-
ing at the service of those in 
need. We have to strengthen 
the BECs, which is a core 
need,” said Archbishop Julian 
Leow.

“I propose that we review 
the eight clusters, and for 2021, 
focus on one cluster, namely, 
Integral Human Development. 
We do this so that we may bet-
ter understand and respond to 
the needs and struggles of the 
poor among us, not only the 
materially poor but all types of 
poor. The other Archdiocesan 
ministries and groups are to 

collaborate with IHD towards 
the same aim.

“I also propose that two 
teams be set up — a team of 
Marys and a team of Marthas. 
The team of Marys will serve 
as the think tank, to see and 
discern the situation today, 
and for the future. I have iden-
tified some priests to be part 
of the team, and lay persons 
will also be invited. We need a 
team of Marthas too who will 
look into the implementation 
of the plan.

“As Archdiocesan ministries 
and groups, while your thrust 
is to reach out to all so that no 
one is left behind in your own 
ministry or group, the main 
emphasis will be on the needy 
and vulnerable. Each ministry 
and group will use whatever is 
at its disposal for this purpose. 
While we too are journeying 
as the wounded and afflicted, 

and are struggling, let us move 
together with trust in the Lord, 
and come out with an effective 
strategic pastoral plan. We can 
leave the parishes to work out 

the details. Let each of us look 
at what has been presented to-
day and ask ourselves: ‘How 
do I respond?’ and move for-
ward in faith.”

KUALA LUMPUR: In his opening 
address at the online 2021 Pasto-
ral Planning and 2020 Evaluation 
Meeting of the Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur,  Archbishop Julian 
Leow stated that the COVID-19 
pandemic has affected our lives and 
the life and mission of the parishes 
and the Church as a whole. In view 
of this, it is important for Ecclesi-

astical Assistants (EAs) of Archdi-
ocesan Ministries, Groups and As-
sociations to review the progress of 
their respective ministries, and put 
forward an effective action plan. 

“The deliberations of the meet-
ing will be taken to the clergy rec-
ollection on Nov 24 and 25 for fur-
ther deliberation and action. At this 
meeting, Fr Clarence will present 

the findings on the survey question-
naire sent to EAs. 

“At the clergy recollection, the 
findings from the parishes will be 
presented. We have to find answers 
to some key questions so as to meet 
the challenges ahead, and to dis-
cover, as a Church, new and crea-
tive ways to respond to the needs 
of the people. We will listen to the 

Spirit, assured that the Lord is with 
us, and move forward with trust in 
him. 

“‘Collaboration’ will be a key 
word in our discussions, for we 
cannot afford to work in isolation. 
Together, we have to respond effec-
tively and creatively to the current 
circumstances in our parishes, and 
beyond their boundaries.”

The importance of the BECs

A BEC gathering held virtually during this COVID-19 
pandemic.

Fr Clarence Devadass (pic) based 
his presentation on the feedback 

received via the survey question-
naire Pastoral Planning for a Post 
COVID-19 Era which was sent to 
EAs. He explained that there are 
four parts to the investigation: 

1) the disruption caused by the 
pandemic 
2) its impact on the Church 
3) the efforts made to adapt to the 
crisis 
4) what has to be done to fill the 
gaps. 

The presentation has three 
objectives: 

1) to review where we are 
2) to identify what we have to do 
3) to chart a strategic pastoral 
plan for 2021. 
The SWOT (Strength, Weakness-
es, Opportunities and Threats) 
method was used in analysing the 
feedback.

Strengths 
1) There are efforts being made to 
reach out to people at this time 
2) There are efforts being made 
to transit from in-person to online 
delivery formats 
3) There is a sense of belonging 
that has been created via the use 
of online formats.

Weaknesses 
1) There are certain groups of 
people who face difficulties with 
online accessibility 
2) There is a lack of quality re-
sources online; many people have 
limited knowledge and skills 
about the use of online formats; 
there is a lack of budget for the 
setting up of relevant IT teams 
and infrastructure 
3) There are unique difficulties 
and challenges caused by the use 
of online formats 
4) There is a culture of resistance 
and fear in using online formats; 
a lack of communication and 
collaboration between ministries 
which can lead to a silo mentality 
with each group working on its 
own, resulting in the production 
of duplicated or redundant mate-
rials.

Opportunities 
1) We can provide online acces-
sibility to as many people as pos-
sible; connect with those whom 
we have not been able to reach 
before; balance online interven-
tions and in-person engagements; 
and find solutions to facilitate the 
increase of digital accessibility. 
2) We can allocate financial re-

sources for 
r e l e v a n t 
groups and 
c h u r c h e s ; 
optimise the 
use of digital 
resources; set 
up a full-time 
media hub in 
the Archdiocese; and have proper 
IT teams and infrastructures. 
3) We can reach out to new 
groups; improve the online mes-
sages we are putting out; help 
reduce physical limitations; and 
help move the wider Church into 
the digital era. 
4) We can explore new ways of 
reaching out; help people find 
new platforms of church engage-
ment; work together to discover 
and adapt to new channels; break 
down the silo mentality; collabo-
rate with one another; and reduce 
the gap between ministry and 
people by going to the people.

Threats 
1) There are people who do not 
have a digital footprint, and may-
be left out; and the gap between 
those in urban and rural areas may 
widen further; there is an imbal-
ance/insufficient digital content 

among different language groups. 
2) The Church might become ir-
relevant if we do not move on to 
digital platforms and help people 
develop the necessary skill sets. 
3) We have to expand the ways 
we define digital platforms as 
we seem to limit it only to live-
streaming, online meetings or 
pastoral gatherings. 
4) With the reduced financial 
support due to the absence of 
in-person offertory collections, 
we are depending online giving 
channels. 
5) We tend to take a short-term, 
myopic view on how to allocate 
funds for resources and infra-
structure for the digitalisation 
process. 
6) We have to consider people 
suffering with mental health and 
other issues. 
7) There are those who are unable 
to move into online formats; there 
may be a breakdown in commu-
nication with them.

Questions
1) How do we go to the people 
where they are, that is to their 
homes? 
2) What about those who are digi-
tally neglected – the digitally poor? 

3) How do we address the needs of 
different languages and groups? 
4) What new initiatives can become 
the new normal in the future?

Moving forward – Strategic 
Plan for 2021
The Archdiocese needs a strategic 
plan on how ministries and groups 
can share and have focused online 
content so as not to duplicate ef-
forts. Each ministry or group can 
take a different role in this common 
plan. We have to avoid digital spam-
ming, that is, “flooding” people 
with content. 

We have to think carefully about 
how to best move into digital en-
gagement so that we can make a dif-
ference on how people view and use 
the media channels. We have to find 
ways to transform existing activities 
to digital platforms – not merely mi-
grating from face-to-face to online 
formats but also to seek newer ways 
of engagement. 

Finally, we have to keep the bal-
ance between on-site church and 
online church. There is a need for 
both approaches because even when 
the pandemic ends, some people 
may continue to rely on online en-
gagement. We have to be prepared 
for this.

Pastoral Planning for a Post COVID-19 Era

At the moment, there 
are 60 priests in ac-

tive ministry in the Arch-
diocese of KL shared Fr 
Simon Lau (pic). Most of 
them are in their 60s, 70s 
and 80s. In 25 years (that 
is, after one generation); 
there may be 16 priests 
(including four religious 
priests). This means that by 2045, of the pre-
sent diocesan priests, only 12 of us may still 
be around, and if we are, most us will be in 
our 70s.

Seminary formation takes nine years. 
Presently, there are nine seminarians from 
the Archdiocese of KL. This equates to one 
seminarian per year. Let us estimate that in 
the next 25 years there are 25 seminarians; 
and if we follow the success rate of 60 per 
cent based on past figures of seminarians be-
coming priests, in 25 years, there may be 15 
new priests. Therefore, in 25 years; we may 
have 12 + 15 that is, a total of 27 priests.

Only 27 active 
priests in 25 
years time?

Archbishop Julian Leow

Prepared by Dr Steven Selvaraju
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A journey for the love of  Christ

The majority of ministries and 
groups have continued to work 

towards achieving their objectives 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic. 
They did this by holding regular 
online meetings and having regu-
lar online sessions such as CMPC 
weekends, catechism and RCIA. 
Even BEC gatherings have been 
going on via online platforms.

The BECs have continued to 
reach out to those in need by dis-
tributing food parcels and being 
actively involved in various ways 
such as working with the parish on 
registration for Masses and com-
munication and collaboration with 
other BECs.

Formation programmes have 
been held in-person, or when not 
possible, virtually.

There has been regular com-
munication between members and 
with other groups via social media.

Prayer and rosary sessions are 

also being held virtually.
There has been sharing of re-

sources such as Sunday bulletins 
and BEC reflection papers, Holy 
Week materials; Catechesis@
Home materials and others.

The production of local videos 
has also increased.

Ministries and groups have col-
laborated, where necessary, in 
certain activities. For example: 
ASAYO collaborated with PMS-
KL on ‘Reach Out Grant’;

Those who are incapacitated 
(with a physical disability) are now 
able to participate. The same goes 

for those from outstation parishes.
Ministries and groups are mo-

tivated to discover new ways of 
communicating, teaching and 
learning.

Ministers from overseas can be 
invited to present online sessions 
to local Catholics.

There are adequate and reliable 
resource materials which can as-
sist the ministry and groups.

Counselling services online 
have continued to reach out to 
those in need.

There has also been personal ac-
companiment via social media.

Summary Report of KL Archdiocese’s virtual programmes

Most ministries, groups and as-
sociations plan to reschedule 

their programmes and activities via 
online methods, and where possible, 
gather in person in the coming year.

BECs will continue to stay in touch 
with the vulnerable, the elderly, the 
sick, the lonely and those in need of 
companionship.

Efforts will be made to seek new 

ideas and methods in order to create 
greater involvement and participa-
tion among the people.

Where possible, small group fol-
low-ups via online will be encour-
aged after the online general forma-
tion or gathering.

For the Holy Childhood celebra-
tion,  to mobilise participation via 
online Mass before the year’s end 
and for each child to donate RM1.00 
and parent to match it.

To have a formation programme 
to form a new team for the five-year 
plan with the support of all parishes.

To promote greater collaboration 
among ministries and groups.

Online prayer and rosary.

There is a need to provide a help 
desk for parishes to obtain in-

formation on online resources.
Parishes are encouraged to sub-

scribe to Zoom or other online 
platforms which can be used by 
different groups and ministries, to 

enlist the help of young people on 
technical matters related to IT and 
social media.

More training to be given on us-
ing and presenting online.

There is a need for an interven-
tion specialist/ media team to col-
laborate to plan online programmes 
and sessions.

We have to ensure that formation 
programmes at the diocesan level 
do not clash with one another so 
as to encourage better participation 
and avoid duplication.

There is a need for more volun-
teers in certain areas or ministries.

Ministries and groups had to 
cancel or postpone in-person 

programmes.
It has been difficult for some 

members and people to participate 
in the online programmes or meet-
ing due to the lack of knowledge or 
confidence, resistance to online for-
mats, shortage of electronic gadg-
ets, or poor internet connectivity.

There has been a lack of present-
ers with the experience or capability 

to do online sessions. 
There is also a lack of online pre-

senters for different languages.
There was no Mission Sunday 

collection in some states.
Certain programmes which have 

their “strength” in in-person gather-
ings have been badly affected. For 
example, prayer and healing ser-
vices.

It has been difficult to recruit vol-
unteers at this time.

What are the positive elements that emerged in trying to achieve your 
2020 objectives?

1. What are the major challenges you faced in 
achieving your objectives?

What kind of support would have improved 
the outcome of your intended objective?

4.  What would be your proposed action plan?

Poor internet connection.

Zoom application. BECs to stay in touch with the elderly.

2. 

3. 

KUCHING: Archbishop Emeri-
tus Dato’ Sri Peter Chung Hoan 
Ting celebrated his 50th Episcopal 
Ordination Anniversary Nov 15, 
2020.

The COVID-19 pandemic did 
not allow the Archdiocese of 
Kuching to celebrate the occa-
sion with a function befitting the  
much-loved grandfather figure. 
The presbyterium could only offer 
thanksgiving prayers and present 
him with an anniversary cake.

Often described as a grandfather 
to the people of God, this Shepherd 
of the Lord is also a spiritual direc-
tor, priest, personal confessor and 
confidante, father, and much more, 
to his flock.

Born Sept 10, 1928 in Hubei 
Province, China, a young Peter 
entered the diocesan minor semi-
nary of the Vicariate of Lauhe-
kou in 1940. In 1947 he entered 
the Regional Major Seminary at 
Hankow, but in 1949, during the 
Communist insurgence, the whole 
seminary was moved, first to Hong 
Kong and later to Macao.

After his graduation from the 
seminary in 1954, he arrived in 
Kuching and became the first 

priest to be ordained in Sarawak 
on Sept 26, 1954, by Bishop John 
Vos, who had invited him to come. 
After serving for nine years in vari-
ous parts of Sarawak, Fr Chung 
was sent to study Canon Law in 
Rome and obtained his Doctorate 
in Law in 1966.

He was the Vicar Delegate of 
Miri and was serving as a priest in 
Brunei when he was appointed to 
serve in Sabah. The Church there 
was then facing persecution from 
the state government. On Nov 15, 
1970, Fr Chung was installed as 
Coadjutor Bishop of Kota Kina-
balu. The turbulent state of affairs 
in Sabah lasted for five years.

Bishop Chung was subsequently 
transferred back to take charge of 
the Vicariate of Kuching in 1975 
after the death of Bishop Karl Rei-
terer. Fr Lawrence Chua, who be-
came the first local to be ordained 
a priest in 1964, was assigned to 
welcome him at the old Kuching 
airport, and became his Vicar Gen-
eral.   

He became the first Archbishop 
of Kuching on the establishment 
of the Ecclesiastical Province of 
East Malaysia in 1976. He retired 

as Archbishop of Kuching June 
22, 2003, handing over respon-
sibilities to Archbishop John Ha. 
Archbishop Simon Poh succeeded 
Archbishop Emeritus Ha when he 
resigned on March 4, 2017.

Archbishop Emeritus Chung 
will be recorded in the Church an-
nals of this region as the only priest 
who has served in Brunei, Sabah 
and Sarawak.

He chose the theme For the love 
of Christ urges us on (2 Cor 5:14) 
for his 90th birthday celebration 
in 2018.  His life has been blessed 
with longevity and good health and 
it has been a journey for the love 
of Christ.

He spends his retirement years 
at the Chapel of Mother Mary Re-
tirement Home for priests, still ac-
tively serving the Church by cele-
brating Mass, hearing confessions, 
counselling and giving religious 
instructions.

His door remains open for those 
seeking his help. He does not be-
lieve in taking holidays away from 
Kuching and lives a simple and 
disciplined life of prayer, work and 
walks. — By Ivy Chai, Today’s 
Catholic

Archbishop Simon Poh with Archbishop Emeritus Peter Chung.

We accompany our Venerable Brother, Peter Chung Hoan Ting, the first ever 
Archbishop of Kuching, with Our prayers as he celebrates the golden jubilee of 
his episcopal ordination. We commend his magnanimous disposition flowing 
from his spiritual anointing, his missionary spirit, notably his active pastoral 
zeal for his archdiocese and his distinctive dedication to the people of God.

While We warmly extend to him and those closely related to him Our Apostolic 
Blessing through the intercession of our loving Virgin Mary Mother of God and 

the holy Apostle Peter, We in turn ask for his prayers that with the joy of the 
Gospel we may worthily exercise the Petrine office.

Given at the Lateran in Rome on the 13th of October 2020.

Francis

Below is a translation of Pope Francis’s letter to Archbishop Emeritus Peter 
Chung Hoan Ting on the 50th Anniversary of his Episcopal Ordination.



Widodo calls on Catholic students 
to build Indonesian unity
JAKARTA: Indonesian President Joko 
Widodo has called on Catholic university 
students to fight intolerance and play a lead-
ing role in maintaining national unity in the 
predominantly Muslim country.

“We are a multi-ethnic, multi-religious, 
multi-cultural and multi-language nation. 
We should thank God that we can live in 
harmony in this big home of Indonesia by 
promoting tolerance and fraternity,” he said.

Widodo was speaking at the 10th National 
Work Meeting of the Union of Catholic Uni-
versity Students of the Republic of Indone-
sia (PMKRI), which was livestreamed on the 
group’s YouTube channel on Nov 23.

The six-day meeting kicked off a day 
earlier with a Mass celebrated by Fr Paulus 
Christian Siswantoko, executive secretary of 
the Indonesian Bishops’ Conference’s Com-

mission for the Laity.
“We should also thank God that when 

many countries are facing ongoing turmoil 
due to differences in identity, the Indonesian 
nation remains united thanks to our national 

ideology of Pancasila,” Widodo said.
Pancasila, or five principles, stipulates be-

lief in one God, a just and civilised society, a 
united Indonesia, democracy guided by con-
sensus, and social justice for all citizens.

“Therefore, I call on all national elements 
including the PMKRI to maintain, preserve 
and strengthen the national foundation so 
that it will always stand strong. We must not 
allow any attempt, no matter how small, to 
ruin tolerance and harmony among people 
from different religious and ethnic back-
grounds,” Widodo said.

He also praised the PMKRI for its contri-
bution to nurturing fraternity since its estab-
lishment in 1947.

Meanwhile, Minister of Youth and Sports 
Zainudin Amali called on the group’s mem-
bers to use social media wisely.

“Make use of technology, particularly so-
cial media. You must provide positive out-
looks and boost optimism in society. Never 
share things which could spark chaos and 
disunity,” he said.

According to PMKRI chairman Benedik-
tus Papa, the meeting’s goal was to put the 
spirit of organizational transformation into 
practice. “We want to make concrete contri-
butions … for the sake of our beloved na-
tion,” he said.

“Indonesia has been hit by the COVID-19 
pandemic, affecting all aspects of life. This 
is the challenge faced by us all, including the 
PMKRI. In this uncertain situation, construc-
tive insights are needed to build this nation.” 

Indonesia has so far recorded 502,110 
COVID-19 cases and 16,002 deaths. — 
Katharina R. Lestari, ucanews.com

Indonesian President Joko Widodo

Karachi’s young people share a cup of 
tea and faith with addicts and homeless
KARACHI: For two or three days a week, 
some young people spend time with drug 
addicts and transgender people who live on 
the street corners of Karachi. Their desire is 
to spend a few hours with them offering tea 
and food, conversing with them, and sharing 
their faith in the Gospel.

The very simple gesture is inspired by 
Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’ where it is often 
stressed that “the poor are at the heart of the 
Gospel; we cannot understand the Gospel 
without the poor”.

The spontaneous and informal group is 
composed of nine young people. They in-
clude Daniel Bashir, 28, who was an auditor 
at the 2018 Synod of Youth; Waqar Naeem, 
27; and Jaish Yousaf, 19. They began this 
mission on the Pope’s World Day of the Poor 
on Nov 15, and since then they have contin-
ued to visit groups of drug addicts offering 
them breakfast and tea three times a week.

The first time they visited Korangi Road, 
where 50-60 drug addicts gather. There are 
millions of them across the country, although 
there are no official statistics.

Daniel Bashir is the leader of the group. 
He said: “These people are poor and forgot-
ten by everyone. Their situation during the 
pandemic has worsened. So I understood 
that life in this world is short and we don’t 
know if we will live again tomorrow. Keep-
ing in mind what the Gospel says, ‘to love 
your neighbour as yourself’, we thought 
about sharing a cup of tea and some snacks 
using money from our own pockets ”.

Waqar Naeem says their purpose is “to 

help these people every week and maybe 
give them some warm clothing, as winter is 
coming.” Usually, he points out, these peo-
ple become addicted or homeless because 
of poverty or because they have tensions at 
home.

“Sitting with them to converse,” explains 
Waqar, “I experience all their pain, but at the 
same time I feel invaded by the peace of Je-
sus Christ. This is why we have decided to 
continue this mission of help and offering 
the Gospel. It is a blessed experience: while 

you share time and faith with them, you en-
courage them to start a new life with more 
hope.”

Daniel admits that this drug addiction ini-
tiative is “very small: we just visit them once 
or twice, or three times a week and have 
tea with them.” But it is important because 
these people are “the most rejected and most 
vulnerable in our society”. For this the mem-
bers of the group invite other young people 
to participate.

“Seeing drug addicts in these conditions,” 
says Daniel, “saddens and pains me. They 
try to take drugs several times a day and 
don’t even bother about eating. It hurts me to 
think that several of them are married peo-
ple, with children, and yet have lived like 
this for years.”

Daniel is convinced that it is Christ him-
self who sent him and his friends on this mis-
sion. “Our next step is to provide them with 
blankets, as the cold has arrived in Karachi. 
But the ultimate aim is to help them change 
their lives, with a new hope”.

Two days ago, Rajo Masih, one of the 
drug addicts, told them that he wished to see 
his family again and start a new life with his 
wife and children, whom he has not seen for 
at least a year. “I thank God for all the love 
He has given me through these young peo-
ple.” — By Shafique Khokhar, AsiaNews

Man arrested for 
defacing Marian 
statue in Singapore

SINGAPORE: Police in Singapore have ar-
rested a man for defacing a statue of the Virgin 
Mary at a Catholic church, local media reported.

Race Koh Jun Xian, 37, was charged with 
criminal trespass and defiling a place of wor-
ship with intent to insult a religion, police said 
on Nov 20.

Court documents say the Singaporean man 
climbed over a fence onto the grounds of the 
Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on Upper Serangoon Road in Hougang 
in the northeast of Singapore island on Nov 12.

He then allegedly used Blu-tack to stick mar-
bles to the eyes of the statue.

The incident occurred while the church was 
closed to the public due to ongoing renovation 
work.

Koh reportedly told the court that he didn’t 
defile the statue intentionally but wanted to pray 
before Mary and “beautify her.”

Under Singaporean law, Koh could face three 
months in jail and a fine of up to 1,500 Singa-
pore dollars (US$1,116) or both on the trespass 
charge. For defiling a place of worship, he could 
face up to five years in prison.

“The police do not condone acts that insult 
religious harmony at places of worship of any 
class in Singapore and perpetrators will be dealt 
with sternly in accordance with the law,” Chan-
nel News Asia reported a police spokesman as 
saying.

Koh was remanded to a mental health institu-
tion for a psychological assessment.

The church has requested people to exercise 
discretion in commenting on the matter and 
refrain from speculation as investigations con-
tinue. — ucanews.com
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Young people spend time with drug addicts and transgender people who live on the street corners 
of Karachi. (Asianews photo)

Young people offering tea to the street people. (AsiaNews photo)

The statue of Our Lady at the Church of the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
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VATICAN: Pope Francis has writ-
ten a note to women in his home-
land who asked him to help make 
known their opposition to a bill to 
legalise abortion introduced to the 
legislature by Argentina’s presi-
dent Nov 25.

Eight women signed a Nov 18 
letter to Pope Francis expressing 
fear that the abortion bill targets 
poor women and asking him “to 
help us make our voice heard.”

The Argentine daily La Nacion 
published Nov 24 the full letter 
of the women, together with the 
pope’s Nov 22 response, which 
was sent through the national dep-
uty for the City of Buenos Aires, 
Victoria Morales Gorleri.

In the handwritten note, Pope 
Francis said that abortion “is not a 
primarily religious issue but one of 
human ethics, prior to any religious 
confession.”

“Is it fair to eliminate a human 
life to solve a problem? Is it fair to 
hire a hitman to solve a problem?” 
he said.

He expressed his gratitude for 

their letter and said they were 
women “who know what life is.”

“The country is proud to have 
such women,” he added. “Please 
tell them for me that I admire their 
work and their testimony; that I 
thank them from the bottom of my 
heart for what they do, and that 
they keep going,” he said.

Fulfilling a presidential cam-
paign promise, Argentine presi-
dent Alberto Fernández introduced 
a bill to legalise abortion into the 
country’s legislature Nov. 17. The 
bill is expected to be debated in 
December.

In their letter to Pope Francis, 
the Argentine women, who come 
from three shanty towns in Buenos 
Aires, said that the introduction of 
the bill “once again raises alarm 
about the future of our families.” 

They noted that they began to 
meet in 2018 amid a national de-
bate to legalise abortion. The wom-
en organised demonstrations, made 
statements to congress, and con-
ducted surveys among their neigh-
bours with results of “more than 80 

per cent” opposing abortion.
“Today we are women who work 

side by side to take care of the lives 
of many neighbours: the baby that 
is in gestation and her mother, as 
well as the one who was born and 
is among us and needs help,” they 
said.

The women told Pope Francis 
about being filled with “cold ter-
ror” after the abortion bill was 
introduced to the legislature last 
week, “just thinking that this pro-

ject is aimed at adolescents in our 
neighbourhoods.”

“Not so much because in the 
villa [shanty town] culture abor-
tion is thought of as a solution to an 
unexpected pregnancy (Your Holi-
ness knows well our way of assum-
ing motherhood between aunts, 
grandmothers and neighbours),” 
the women wrote, “but because 
[the law] is oriented to cultivate the 
idea that abortion is one more pos-
sibility within the range of contra-
ceptive methods and that even the 
main users must be poor women.”

“This is why we turn to Your Ho-
liness,” they said, “with the desire 
to ask you to help us express to 
public opinion that we feel impris-
oned in a situation where our own 
family, our adolescent daughters 
and future generations are compro-
mised with the idea that our life is 
the unwanted one and that we do 
not have the right to have children 
because we are poor.”

Fernández said Nov 22 that he 
hoped Pope Francis would not be 
angry because of his introduction 

of the bill to legalize abortion. 
Speaking to the Argentine televi-

sion programme Corea del Centro, 
Fernández, a Catholic, argued that 
he had to introduce the bill to solve 
“a public health problem in Argen-
tina.”

The president’s reference to a 
public health crisis seemed to re-
fer to unsubstantiated claims from 
abortion advocates in the country, 
who claim that women in Argen-
tina die frequently from so-called 
“clandestine” or unsafe illegal 
abortions in the country. In a Nov 
12 interview, Bishop Alberto Bo-
chatey, who heads the Argentine 
bishops’ conference’s healthcare 
ministry, challenged those asser-
tions.

When asked if the pope would be 
angry about the initiative, Fernán-
dez replied: “I hope not, because 
he knows how much I admire him, 
how much I value him, and I hope 
he understands that I have to solve 
a public health problem in Argen-
tina.” — By Hannah Brockhaus, 
CNA

Pope Francis encourages Argentine 
women opposing legal abortion

VATICAN: The Vatican con-
firmed that a bishop recently 
ordained in China is in full com-
munion with the Pope and that 
more Vatican-approved nomina-
tions would be coming.

Bishop Thomas Chen Tianhao, 
58, is the new bishop of Qingdao 
in Shandong province and was 
ordained Nov 23, according to 
AsiaNews.

Matteo Bruni, director of the 
Vatican press office, said in a 
written communique Nov 24 that 
Chen was the third bishop to be 
named and ordained within the 
regulatory framework of the pro-
visional agreement between Chi-
na and the Holy See regarding the 
appointment of bishops.

“I can also add that undoubted-
ly other episcopal consecrations 
are foreseen” given that work is 
currently underway for the ap-
pointment of several new bish-
ops, Bruni wrote.

According to AsiaNews,  
Chen’s ordination took place in 
St Michael’s Cathedral in Qing-
dao with Bishop John Fang Xing-
yao of Linyi, Shandong province, 
presiding.

Fang, who is president of the 
Chinese Catholic Patriotic Asso-
ciation, concelebrated the Mass 
with Bishop Joseph Yang Yong-
qiang of Zhoucun, vice presi-
dent of the Council of Chinese 
Bishops, and Archbishop Joseph 
Zhang Xianwang of Jinan, vice 
president of the “liang hui” asso-
ciation, which includes the coun-
cil of bishops and the patriotic 
association, AsiaNews reported.

Because of the coronavirus 

pandemic, the Mass was not open 
to the public, but participants in-
cluded 21 priests and more than 
200 nuns and lay faithful.

Chen was born in Pingdu, 
Shandong province, in 1962, and 
ordained a priest in 1989. He 
served as president of the patri-
otic association of Qingdao and 
has been a member of the stand-
ing committee of the patriotic as-
sociation since 2010, AsiaNews 
said.

The activities of all religious 
communities in China are sub-
jected to government oversight 
and approval.

The Vatican-China provisional 
agreement, signed in 2018 and 
renewed in October, outlines pro-
cedures for ensuring that Catholic 
bishops are elected by the Catho-
lic community in China and ap-
proved by the Pope before their 
ordinations and installations.

Vatican officials have said that 
giving up full control over the 

choice of bishops would not be 
what the Vatican hoped for, but 
that the agreement was a good 
first step toward ensuring great-
er freedom and security for the 
Catholic community in China.

The agreement has meant that, 
for the first time in decades, all of 
the Catholic bishops in China are 
in full communion with the Pope 
and there will no longer be ille-
gitimate ordinations, that is, bish-
ops ordained with government 
approval, but not the Vatican’s 
consent.

Pope Francis has told report-
ers that the agreement envisions 
“a dialogue about potential can-
didates. The matter is carried 
out through dialogue. But the 
appointment is made by Rome; 
the appointment is by the Pope. 
This is clear. And we pray for the 
suffering of some who do not un-
derstand or who have many years 
of clandestine existence behind 
them.” — By Carol Glatz, CNS

ROME: On the same day that Pope 
Francis approved the beatification of 
127 Catholics killed in Spain in hatred 
of the faith in the 20th century, a hashtag 
calling for Catholic priests to be burned 
was trending on Twitter in Spain.

Twitter permitted the hashtag #Fue-
goAlClero, meaning “Burn the Clergy,” 
to trend online in Spain Nov 24, despite 
its message of hatred against Catholic 
priests. Twitter’s current user policy 
states that the promotion of violence on 
the basis of religious affiliation is not al-
lowed on its platform.

Prominent tweets that used the 
hashtag included images of flames on 
priests’ heads and others that labelled 
priests as “paedophiles” and “thieves,” 
ACI Prensa, CNA’s Spanish-language 
sister agency, reported Nov 24.

As of Nov 25, these images of priests 
in flames with the hashtag #FuegoAl-
Clero had not been removed from Twit-
ter.

Users commented on the site that 
they were surprised that Twitter had not 
eliminated the messages in accordance 
with its hateful conduct policy. 

Spanish journalist Txomin Pérez 

Rodríguez wrote: “I thought that @
TwitterEspana had put in place strict 
measures against posts that incite ha-
tred. Then I see that #FuegoAlClero 
is TT [a Trending Topic] today and it 
is not clear to me that they have done 
something. Or do they only act against 
what interests them?”

Other Twitter users began using 
the hashtag #YoApoyoAlClero, which 
means “I support the clergy,” in re-
sponse to the hateful posts.

Some posts recalled that churches 
were burned and priests were executed 
during Spain’s Red Terror during the 
Spanish Civil War in 1936-1939. 

On Nov 24, Pope Francis advanced 
the sainthood causes of Fr Juan Elias 
Medina and 126 companions, who 
were killed during the Spanish Civil 
War. Declared martyrs, they will now 
be beatified. 

Fr Juan Elias Medina was 33 when 
he was imprisoned and executed in 
1936. Medina, a priest of the Diocese 
of Córdoba, shouted “Viva Cristo Rey!” 
and forgave his executioners before he 
was killed. — By Courtney Mares, 
CNA

Vatican says bishop ordained in 
China is in communion with Pope

Twitter criticised as ‘Burn the 
clergy’ hashtag trends in Spain

Pope Francis

Pope Francis greets two Chinese Bishops during the October Synod at the 
Vatican Oct 8, 2018. (Vatican News photo)

One of several images that went viral on Twitter, as thousands of users of the social 
platform called for the clergy to be burned. (Crux photo/Twitter #FuegoAlClero)
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Italian newspaper La Repubblica has just 
published an excerpt from Pope Francis’ new 

book with Austen Ivereigh. In Let Us Dream: 
The Path to a Better Future, the Holy Father 
describes three of his own personal ‘COVID’ 
moments of solitude: a life-threatening illness, 
Germany, and Cordoba.

His first COVID moment came at the age of 
21, when he fell seriously ill with a lung infec-
tion during his second year in the seminary at 
Buenos Aires. The Pope says the experience 
changed how he saw life, and gave him a good 
idea of how people with COVID-19 feel as 
they struggle to breathe on ventilators. “I re-
member hugging my mother and saying: ‘Just 
tell me if I’m going to die.”’

Pope Francis says two nurses helped him 
greatly during his stay in hospital. One, Sr Cor-
nelia Caraglio, saved his life because she upped 
his dosage of medication without the doctor’s 
knowledge. Another, Micaela, performed a 
similar gesture of mercy with painkillers when 
he was in intense pain. “They fought for me to 
the end, till my eventual recovery.”

From that near-death experience, says the 
Pope, he learned the importance of avoiding 
cheap consolations. Many people offered emp-
ty promises of a quick recovery, though they 
were spoken with good intentions.

But one nun who had taught him as a child, 
Sr María Dolores Tortolo, just came in, took 
his hand, gave him a kiss, and sat in silence. 

She finally said, “You’re imitating Jesus.” Her 
words and presence taught him to speak as little 
as possible when visiting the sick.

Turning to his time in Germany in 1986, 
Pope Francis says he felt thrown off balance in 
a kind of solitude of non-belonging.

He spent much time watching planes land 
from a vantage point at the cemetery of Frank-
furt, pining for his homeland. When Argentina 
won the World Cup during his time there, he 
felt the loneliness of a victory you can’t share.

Pope Francis goes on to describe his third 
COVID experience of solitude, which came 
between 1990 and 1992 during his time in 
Cordoba, Argentina. He says this uprooting 
was a healing that came in the form of a radi-
cal makeover, especially focused on his way of 
exercising leadership.

The Pope spent one year, ten months, and 
thirteen days in the Jesuit residence there, cel-
ebrating Mass, hearing confessions, and offer-
ing spiritual direction.

He hardly left the house, calling it a sort of 
self-imposed lockdown, which, he said, did 
him good. He wrote and prayed a lot, and de-
veloped ideas.

Three things struck him from that time, he 
says. The first was his capacity for prayer, and 
the second were the temptations he experi-

enced. Third, he felt God inspiring him to read 
all 37 volumes of Ludwig Pastor’s History of 
the Popes. He says that tome has been of much 
use to him as Pontiff, since, by knowing papal 
history, there is not much that goes on in the 
Vatican and the Roman Curia that can surprise 
one.

Cordoba, says the Pope, was truly a purifica-
tion. It gave him greater tolerance, the ability to 
forgive, understanding, more empathy for the 
powerless, and especially patience.

This final lesson — patience — taught him 
that change is organic and takes place within 
certain limits, though we must keep our eyes on 
the horizon, as Jesus did.

The Pope adds that he learned the impor-
tance of seeing the big in little things, and pay-
ing attention to the little in big things. His time 
in Cordoba was a type of growth, he says, that 
happens after a harsh pruning.

Pope Francis says these three personal COV-
IDs taught him that great suffering has the 
power to change you for the better, if you allow 
it to. — ICN

Let Us Dream is published by Simon & 
Schuster — for more details and order see: 
www.simonandschuster.co.uk/books/Let-Us-
Dream/Pope-Francis/9781398502208
Source: Vatican News/La Repubblica.it

Pope Francis describes three personal ‘COVID’ moments

The Trump era represents an extraordi-
nary period in the history of relations 
between a US administration and the 

papacy. I think back to September 2015 when, 
soon after Donald Trump declared his can-
didacy, Pope Francis travelled to the United 
States. American Catholics seemed to rally 
around the Pope, while almost no one was tak-
ing Trump’s bid for the presidency seriously. 

Then his campaign got underway, and he 
started to gain traction with his promises about 
building walls and banning Muslims. 

In early 2016, during an in-flight press con-
ference while heading home from Mexico, the 
Pope dared to describe these proposed policies 
as “not Christian.” Trump responded by call-
ing Pope Francis’ statement “disgraceful.” 

It was now clear and on the record that 
Francis and Trump represented divergent 
worldviews, a split that EWTN and Fox News 
gleefully seized on and amplified, driving a 
narrative that, if not conducive to a formal 
schism, nonetheless reeked of a Christian 
Catholic nationalism while undermining the 
unity of the Church. And it would only get 
worse from there.

In November 2016, Trump’s victory stunned 
the Vatican, but it didn’t flinch. Rather, it ad-
hered to old diplomatic adages: “Never close 
a door” and “make yourself predictable.” Of 
course, this was not to be the way of the new 
president. 

While he behaved according to protocol 
on his visit to the Vatican in May 2017 with 
the first lady, even projecting a sense of dip-
lomatic normalcy, operatives like Newt Gin-
grich and Steve Bannon were simultaneously 
forging connections with anti-Francis prelates 
in a political project aimed at subverting the 
status quo both in Europe and in the Catholic 
Church. 

The idea was to introduce into the symbolic 
and administrative heart of Catholicism the 
pathogen that would be known as Trumpism, 
perhaps even to make Rome the parallel capi-
tal of a new anti-European and anti-Francis 
continent. 

That project, fortunately, has failed; Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo’s extraordinary 
October attack against the sovereign diplo-
macy of the Holy See over its renewal of the 
September 2018 provisional agreement with 
China in some ways serves as proof. 

Indeed, his tantrum might actually have 
worked to Francis’s benefit, as the Vatican was 
able to signal to the world that it doesn’t take 
orders from America.

The Vatican can only be pleased with the 
arrival of a Biden presidency, and with it a 
hoped-for return of diplomatic stability. Pope 
Francis, acknowledging the result of the presi-
dential election and congratulating Biden on 
Nov 12 (while Trump still hasn’t conceded), 
indicates the relief Rome feels. 

The new administration’s preference for 
multilateralism aligns with the Vatican’s, and 
they also converge on important issues like 
migration and the environment. 

Soon there will be a new ambassador to the 
Holy See, and, following the tenure of Calista 
Gingrich (third wife of Newt), the appoint-
ment could send some interesting signals. 

Recall that President Obama appointed 
Catholic theology professor Miguel Diaz 
(2009–2013) and former president of Catho-
lic Relief Services Ken Hackett (2013–2017). 
There may also be a change in the Vatican’s 
diplomatic mission to the United States: in 
January, papal nuncio Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre turns seventy-five, the age at which a 
Catholic bishop must submit his resignation 

to the Pope.
Yet it’s not quite as clear what Biden’s elec-

tion will mean on the ecclesial front. Trump 
clearly helped create the atmosphere that 
emboldened and enabled right-wing Catho-
lics not only to mount their campaign against 
Francis, but also to attack Biden’s Catholi-
cism. 

Attempts at schism may have failed, but it’s 
hard to believe that Trump’s departure will 
quiet these efforts, at least as long as Fran-
cis is Pope and Biden is in the White House. 
And though an America under Biden might 
seem a better fit with this papacy, it’s worth 
remembering that the most important docu-
ments Francis has produced — Laudato Si’, 
Amoris Laetitia, and Fratelli Tutti — speak to 
the United States in a direct and not uncritical 
way. They don’t at all suggest anti-American-
ism, but they do suggest a view of the world 
that is post-American.

Of course, there’s also the fact of Biden’s 
Catholicism. The Pope and the new president 
may be nearly of the same generation, but 
Biden represents a specific kind of American 
Catholicism that is rapidly becoming a part of 
the past — a Catholicism shaped by European 
immigrant tradition and formed by an educa-

tion largely provided by religious orders (male 
and female), lived out in densely populated 
regions of the Northeast and Upper Midwest. 

Now that the American Church is more eth-
nically and geographically diverse, he cannot 
be said to represent either its present or its fu-
ture. There also remains the division among 
American Catholics that even a bridge-builder 
like Francis is unlikely to heal. 

It is disheartening but instructive to note the 
refusal of almost the entire US episcopate to 
condemn Republican attacks on democracy, 
ranging from voter suppression to the under-
mining of the electoral process through base-
less claims of fraud. Their lukewarm (at best) 
acknowledgement of Biden’s victory is dis-
concerting, as is their refusal, so far, to open a 
dialogue with the president-elect. Trump as of 
now still refuses to concede and persists with 
his efforts to overturn the results of an election 
he clearly lost — while the bishops say noth-
ing. Their silence suggests not neutrality but 
partisanship, and only hastens the collapse of 
their credibility.

Right now there is an urgent need for a re-
turn of normalcy, and the US bishops could 
help by saying normal things. The polarisation 
on moral and ethical issues between the two 
political parties — from sexuality and mar-
riage to immigration and religious freedom—
mirrors that in the religious realm, and it has 
been worsening for decades. 

But it’s compounded at this moment by the 
reemergence in mainstream culture of anti-
scientific and neo-medieval religious convic-
tions, and their expression through conspiracy 
theories. It’s not just an American problem; 
the most popular Catholic radio station in It-
aly, Radio Maria, has lately been peddling the 
theory that COVID-19 was created by cosmo-
politan elites in order to destroy the Church. 

We need to remember that the American 
Catholic project is inseparable from the two-
century-long project of making the Church a 
pillar of American freedom. We may have a 
new president. But we should be concerned 
about the lasting damage the outgoing one has 
done. Trumpism still threatens the Catholic 
contribution to the moral-religious consensus 
at the basis of democracy in America, along 
with the viability of the American Catho-
lic project itself. — By Massimo Faggioli,                         
Commonweal

A reset with Rome, but not at home

Then-Vice President Joe Biden meets Pope Francis in the Vatican on April 29, 2016 (CNS 
photo/Paul Haring).

Pope Francis’ new book with Austen Ivereigh. 
In ‘Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future’
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The Coronavirus could well be a golden opportunity 
of renewal and grace for the Church. We are living 

in a world in which there are few Samaritans, whereas 
the world is full of people who are desperately in need 
of them. How could the Church of Christ abandon such 
people on the streets, and yet claim to be the Church of 
the Good Samaritan? In my opinion, this just cannot be 
tolerated.

Coronavirus is one virus and plague that has hit the 
world very badly. But we should not forget the fact that, 
in history, there have been many other viruses and plagues 
that have snuffed out the lives of millions of people. The 
Church has proved herself, on all those occasions, to be at 
the forefront to help the infected and dying people. As a 
result, many in the Church have offered their lives, dying 
in the service and care of the stricken people.

Very recently we celebrated the memory of St John 
Capistrano. He was a saint who lived and worked in Italy 
when the bubonic plague was sweeping the world. It is es-
timated that the plague killed one-third of the population 
and nearly 40 per cent of the clergy. The saint, exhausted 
with his strenuous life, fell prey to the plague and died.

St John Leonardi is another saint of the Catholic Church, 
who died after being infected by a plague while visiting 
and serving the sick. More recently, we have had Saint 
Frances Xavier Cabrini, the first canonised USA citizen. 
Lovingly called “Mother Cabrini” by the Americans, she 
is understandably, very popular in the USA.

These and so many other saints died because they were 
consumed by the Holy Will of God, which made them 
fearless in the face of plagues and illnesses. All that mat-
tered to them was to walk in the footsteps of the Divine 
Master, and be good Samaritans to the suffering and dy-
ing.

The Coronavirus could well be a sign from God, a sign 
for our times, to remind us that it is time for the Church to 
pull up her socks, and meet the challenge to be what she 
is called to be, a sign and sacrament of the Love of God 
for humankind, particularly in our times. It could well be 
a new grace for priests and religious, mainly, to discover 
modern and relevant ways of forming our members. How 
nice would it be if these had been trained to take care of 
COVID-19 patients?

It is a wake-up call for those who are fumbling before a 
choice whether one chooses between the Priest, the Levite 
and the Good Samaritan as seen in the Gospel of the Par-
able of the Good Samaritan, (Lk10:25-37). 

Those suffering from COVID-19 today are like the man 
lying injured on the street, rescued by the Good Samari-
tan. We have no other choice but the choice of the Good 
Samaritan. The fear of being affected is no reason to stay 
away from the infected. 

We would certainly not like to hear those terrifying 
words of Jesus; “I was a stranger, and you did not wel-
come me; naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in 
prison, and you did not visit me… as you did it not to one 
of the least of these, you did it not to me” (Matthew: 25:43 
ff.). — By Bishop Alex Dias, Indian Currents

l Bishop Alex Dias, was Bishop of the Catholic Diocese 
of Port Blair from 1985 to 2019. Currently, he is based 
in Goa

Coronavirus could well 
be a sign from God –   
a golden opportunity Why wouldn’t anyone ex-

pect the sudden invasion of 
COVID-19, knowing that 

people were falling like ninepins, in 
their thousands, even in their millions? 
There would be nothing surprising if I 
happened to be one of those!

Pope Francis often speaks about the 
Church as a tender and merciful mother 
to one and all, especially to those who 
are the weakest, like the children, the 
elderly and those who are the last we 
think about. He has often made this 
clear, and he continues to do so through 
the heart-warming statements that he 
comes out with about his expectations 
of the Church. 

He has, practically, laid out the mis-
sion for the Church, for her ministers 
and all the baptised. He has often said 
that, in our times, the Church needs to 
be like a ‘field hospital’, always avail-
able to the needy and the suffering. 

Pope Francis has said: “I dream of a 
church that is a mother and shepherd-
ess. The church’s ministers must be 
merciful, take responsibility for the 
people and accompany them like the 
good Samaritan, who washes, cleans 
and lifts up his neighbour. This is pure 
Gospel. God is greater than sin.” (A Big 
Heart Open to God: An interview with 
Pope Francis by Fr Antonio Spadaro 
SJ, America, Sept 30, 2013 )

 I said above that the virus did not 
strike me like a bolt from the blue, but 
that “I half expected it.” That is, per-
haps, a little too far-fetched and over-
audacious to say. But I was certainly 
not surprised when I got picked up by 
Madame Corona.

 I was certainly not living like some 
people who, out of fear of COVID, are 
living in their cocoons as if they have 
already said “good-bye” to this world 
even before they breathed their last!! 

I do not know how such people can 
be counted as Christians, disciples of 
the Good Samaritan. They seem, rath-
er, qualified to be counted among the 
disciples of the Levite and the Priest 
of the Parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Lk.10:25ff). Their behaviour is very 
similar to the conduct of the Levite 
and the Priest, who shamelessly and 
unscrupulously walked away from the 
poor man lying injured on the street. 
It would seem that they would have it 
written on their foreheads, and perhaps 
even on their consciences that they are 
not their neighbour’s keepers!!

People suffering from COVID have, 
sometimes, been so badly stigmatised, 
that they are treated like the lepers in 
olden times. I do not claim to have been 
a great apostle to the COVID patients. 
Still, in my own little way, I was trying 
to do a little ministry in favour of some 

people who, I knew, were longing to re-
ceive Jesus in the Eucharist after weeks 
and months of Spiritual Communions. 

I knew they were more desirous of 
receiving Jesus than I myself was, and 
many of my priest-brothers were. Was 
I not chosen, consecrated and sent to 
do this service to God’s people? How 
could I, then, find an excuse to leave 
such people unattended and aban-
doned?

 I knew my little effort was like a drop 
in the ocean, but drops do fill the ocean. 
Whatever little I was able to, I tried to 
do, of course, taking the necessary pre-
cautions, like wearing the mask, keep-
ing the prescribed social distance, etc. 
I am certainly not advocating throwing 
those reasonable and necessary meas-
ures to the winds. We must take those 
precautions seriously, no doubt. But 
once we do that, we must not fail to see 
and recognise the man on the street, and 
his needs, even through the masks! And 
we must remember that the Command-
ment of love always binds us. And fi-
nally, we must not forget that our lives 
are in God’s hands. Some people have 
blamed me for what I did, and for hold-
ing these views. But I did it all keeping 
in mind the teachings of the Lord, the 
Good Samaritan. I prefer to be blamed 
by some people than being condemned 
by the Lord.

COVID-19… A 
curse or grace?
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Very recently, I got news about an 
83-year old priest friend of mine 

who died of COVID in the Archdio-
cese of Milan. A thorough gentleman 
and dedicated pastor who dedicated his 
life to the sheep Jesus had entrusted to 
him. May his soul rest in peace. 

And this priest friend of mine, Don 
Bruno, who sacrificed his life for the 
people in his care, reminds us of the 
many others who died in those first 
days and weeks of COVID, especially 
in the Diocese of Bergamo, North Italy. 

I am singling that area out because 
I am somewhat familiar with it hav-
ing rendered some pastoral service 
in the region. Those brave shepherds 
did not run away when they saw the 

“wolf” coming. They were well aware 
that they had been chosen to follow the 
spirituality of the Good Samaritan, not 
that of the Priest and the Levite of the 
parable. And so they died answering 
the call of Jesus.

Today I see that many shy away from 
their duties towards their brothers and 
sisters because they are too scared for 
their own lives. Am I wrong when I say 
this? Honestly, I wish I were! But I do 
not think so. I am writing what I am 
writing based on my own observation 
and experience.

 I have also had the feedback of some 
of my brother bishops, priests and re-
ligious, both men and women. Only 
recently, talking to a bishop friend of 

mine, I was sad to hear what he was 
telling me. He was telling me about 
how priests and religious with the virus 
are being neglected by their confreres 
and community members, sometimes 
even by their superiors. They don’t 
seem to care two hoots about them be-
cause they are too afraid to get infected. 

The big question to be asked is if they 
have given up the spirituality of the 
Good Samaritan to embrace the other 
one, that of the Priest and Levite, which 
puts self before neighbour, and even 
before Jesus, the Good Samaritan. Just 
imagine what would happen if Mother 
Teresa and her Missionaries of Charity 
Sisters had closed shop and left the dy-
ing to die on the streets. 

Valiant soldiers of the divine master

When Coronavirus first hit the world, 
especially the Northern Regions of 

Italy, several people were very badly af-
fected. I remember the frightening news 
about a number of priests losing their 
lives serving the sick and the infected. At 
that stage, the Diocese of Bergamo, which 
is the diocese of good Pope John XXIII, 
lost a large number of priests. They died 
like valiant soldiers of Christ, doing what 
their Lord and Master had Himself done, 
and doing what He expected of them. 
They did not seek their own safety but 
rather stepped forward to die, serving the 
people they had vowed to serve. 

At that time, urging the priests to re-
main faithfully at their posts, serving 
the people and fulfilling their duty, Pope 
Francis in his inimitable style, had told 
them that at this difficult time, the peo-
ple would get their “pizzas” by ordering 
them on-line. And so he had urged the 

priests not to deprive the people of their 
spiritual-pastoral services, their spiritual 
“pizzas”.

We are all aware of the many doctors, 
nurses, healthcare workers, frontline 
workers, as they have been called, who 
died while caring for the many people 
infected by the Coronavirus. Many of 
them have been good examples for us 
to follow, especially for us priests and 
religious. They knew it was their call of 
duty, which had to take precedence over 
everything else, including their own lives. 
Why is it then that today many people, 
even priests and religious behave like 
the Priest and Levite of the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan, instead of being faithful 
and loyal to the Good Samaritan Jesus?

For Heaven’s sake, it is not my inten-
tion to imply here that there have not 
been those in our midst who have been 
good disciples of the Good Samaritan. Of 

course, there have been such. I know sis-
ters who have handed their private hospi-
tals to the State, to make them available 
for the service of the COVID-infected 
patients, thereby even incurring heavy 
financial losses. 

I also know some who have sacrificed 
their lives and died serving the patients. 
What I am deploring is the fact that there 
are many who have chosen to follow the 
Levite and the Priest, rather than practis-
ing the spirituality of the Good Samari-
tan. 

I really wish there were not so many 
of their ilk. In fact, it is beyond my un-
derstanding how a disciple of Jesus can 
choose to walk away from the people 
who are crying for mercy, refusing to be 
the Good Samaritan, and preferring in-
stead to walk in the footsteps of the Priest 
and the Levite. — By Bishop Alex Dias, 
Indian Currents

Coronavirus: A lost spiritual opportunity?
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VATICAN: As Washington’s new 
cardinal and with a Catholic soon to 
be living in the White House, Car-
dinal-designate Wilton D. Gregory 
said he hopes to collaborate where 
possible while respectfully point-
ing out where President-elect Joe 
Biden’s policies diverge from Cath-
olic teaching.

In a Zoom interview Nov 24 from 
the Vatican’s Domus Sanctae Mar-
thae, where he is in quarantine for 10 
days as a COVID-19 precaution, the 
cardinal-designate said he would not 
prevent the new president, who goes 
to Mass every Sunday, from receiv-
ing Communion in the archdiocese.

“The kind of relationship that 
I hope we will have is a conversa-
tional relationship where we can dis-
cover areas where we can cooperate 
that reflect the social teachings of the 
church, knowing full well that there 
are some areas where we won’t 
agree,” the cardinal-designate said. 
“They are areas where the church’s 
position is very clear,” particularly 
its opposition to the president-elect’s 
support for legal abortion.

In deciding when to collaborate 
and when to criticise, he said, “I 
hope that I don’t highlight one over 
the other.”

“I hope it’s a real dialogue, be-
cause I think that’s the mantra of 
Pope Francis — that we should be a 
church in dialogue, even with those 
with whom we have some serious 
disagreements,” he said.

The archbishop of Washington 
said “informed Catholics” know 
the church’s teaching on the sacred-
ness of human life from conception 
to natural death, so he does not be-
lieve they would be confused by the 
church co-operating with a Biden 
administration on other issues.

“It’s not a matter of confusion,” he 
said. “On my part, it’s a matter of the 
responsibility that I have as the arch-
bishop to be engaged and to be in 
dialogue with him, even in those ar-
eas where we obviously have some 
differences.”

While some Catholics believe 
Biden should not be allowed to re-
ceive Communion when he goes 
to Mass, Cardinal-designate Greg-

ory said that for eight years as vice 
president, Biden went to Mass and 
received Communion.

“I’m not going to veer from that,” 
he said.

The cardinal-designate said there 
also is a need for dialogue within the 
church among people who think dif-
ferently.

“Conflict within the church is not 
a new reality; it goes back to apos-
tolic times,” he said. “What seems to 
be new is the capacity for people to 
broadcast the conflicts and to allow 
social communications to intensify 
the conflict.”

Ordained to the priesthood in 
1973 for the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago, Cardinal-designate Gregory 
spoke about the late Chicago Car-
dinal Joseph L Bernardin’s efforts 
to promote a way for Catholics to 
find “common ground” and reaffirm 
communion among them.

One key, he said, is developing 
“the capacity to have civil disagree-
ments — serious disagreements, 
you know, really pointed disagree-
ments — but done in such a way that 

the focus is on the argument, not on 
the demonisation of the people with 
whom we disagree.”

Disagreements are part of “being 
a family, a family of faith,” he said. 
“The difficulty is too many people 
want to throw out of the family of 
faith people with whom they have 
disagreements.”

Although he is staying in the 

pope’s residence, Cardinal-desig-
nate Gregory has not seen the Pope 
since he arrived in Rome. The quar-
antine to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus is serious. Meals, fresh 
linens and clean laundry are left out-
side his door.

“I’ve had a lot of time to do some 
prayerful reflection, some thought-
ful moments in prayer,” he said. But 
he also has been using the time to 
calmly write letters that “ordinarily, 
I would do rather quickly.”

As the first African American car-
dinal, he said he thinks Pope Fran-
cis’ choosing him is a sign that “the 
Catholic Church says we have to be 
more inclusive, to be more engaging 
with people of different backgrounds 
and races and ethnic traditions.”

For more than 60 years, going 
back to St John XXIII, the popes 
have been sending that signal by 
expanding the College of Cardinals, 
“and Pope Francis has, of course, 
put that in hyperspeed, because he’s 
now appointed cardinals from coun-
tries that have never had a cardinal.” 
— By Cindy Wooden, CNS

Washington Cardinal hopes for dialogue with the president

The morning of Election Day, 
Joseph R. Biden Jr prayed 
during Mass at the Catholic 

parish near his home in Delaware. 
Late that night, when it became 
clear that no winner would be de-
termined, Mr Biden spoke to sup-
porters. He urged patience, told 
them that he believed he would be 
elected president and asked them to 
“keep the faith.”

The president-elect kept the 
faith, and major news outlets have 
projected Mr Biden has captured 
enough electoral votes to win the 
presidency. He will be just the sec-
ond Catholic to hold the office.

Mr Biden’s Catholic faith was 
highlighted by his campaign and 
his supporters throughout the cam-
paign. Television ads featured im-
ages from Mr Biden’s two meet-
ings with Pope Francis. He spoke 
to the media about how his faith 
anchored him during difficult mo-
ments, and pool reports routinely 
captured him leaving Mass.

In a 2015 interview with Amer-
ica’s editor in chief, Matt Malone, 
SJ, Mr. Biden called his faith a 
“gift,” saying his parents inculcat-
ed in him Catholic values.

“Jesus Christ is the human em-
bodiment of what God wanted us 
to do,” Mr Biden said. “Everything 
Jesus did was sort of consistent 
with what generically we were 
supposed to do: treat people with 
dignity.”

In that interview, Mr Biden spoke 
about his meeting with Pope Fran-
cis in 2013. “He’s the embodiment 
of Catholic social doctrine that I 
was raised with,” the former vice 
president said. “The idea that eve-
ryone’s entitled to dignity, that the 
poor should be given special pref-
erence, that you have an obligation 

to reach out and be inclusive.”
Mr Biden traces his Catholic 

faith back to Catholic schools in 
Delaware and Pennsylvania. He 
wrote in his memoir, Promises to 
Keep, that during a visit to a Catho-
lic grade school, a child asked Mr 
Biden if he wanted to be president, 
and he replied that he was happy 
being a senator. But a Catholic sis-
ter corrected Mr Biden. “You know 
that’s not true, Joey Biden,” she 
said, before showing him an essay 
he had written as a child saying he 
wanted to be president. He wears a 
rosary around his wrist, a gift his 
son, Hunter, gave to Mr Biden’s 
late son, Beau.

Mr Biden has said his faith has 
helped him cope with personal 
tragedy, including the death of his 
wife and daughter in a 1972 car 
crash and then again in 2015, when 
his son Beau died from cancer. Mr 
Biden had a health scare himself 
in 1988, shortly after he dropped 
out of the presidential race. He 
was admitted to St Francis Hospi-

tal in Wilmington. With his family 
gathered around, a priest visited to 
administer the sacrament of anoint-
ing. Mr Biden healed following 
surgery, and for the next two dec-
ades, he returned to work in the 
Senate.

Later, in 2008, Mr Biden’s po-
litical fortunes changed when then-
Senator Barack Obama chose him 
as his running mate. According to 
Mr Obama’s chief strategist, Da-
vid Axelrod, Mr Obama chose Mr 
Biden, in part, because “he came 
from a working-class Catholic fam-
ily in a pivotal part of the country 
and still spoke of that experience.”

According to Mr Biden’s biogra-
pher, Jules Witcover, “Nothing was 
more sacred to [M. Biden] than his 
church and nothing more cherished 
than his blood family.”

Mr Biden’s supporters agree 
with that assessment.

“Biden actually sees his Catho-
lic faith as a key for bringing the 
country back together and over-
coming the divisions that divide 

us,” Stephen Schneck, the execu-
tive director of the Franciscan Ac-
tion Network, told the National 
Catholic Reporter earlier this year. 
“He thinks there’s something in 
Catholicism itself that provides a 
ground where both sides can find 
common place.”

Senator Chris Coons, a Democrat 
from Delaware, said at this sum-
mer’s Democratic National Con-
vention: “Joe’s faith is really about 
our future, about a world with less 
suffering and more justice, where 
we’re better stewards of creation, 
where we have a more just immi-
gration policy and where we call 
out and confront the original sins of 
this nation, the sins of slavery and 
racism. Joe knows these are central 
issues in this election. And for him, 
they’re rooted in faith.”

A staffer on Mr Biden’s cam-
paign said Mr Biden’s faith was 
on display to voters throughout the 
campaign, which came naturally 
because of the role it plays in his 
life.

“It’s not like we are just talk-
ing about faith to faith voters, but 
instead the vice president is being 
who he authentically is—which is 
a person of faith—and that is obvi-
ously coming across,” John McCa-
rthy told NPR in September.

As for his political positions, Mr 
Biden wrote in a December edito-
rial for the Religion News Ser-
vice, “My faith teaches me that we 
should be a nation that not only ac-
cepts the truth of the climate crisis, 
but leads the world in addressing 
it.”

Just before the election, Mr 
Biden wrote in The Christian Post, 
“My faith implores me to embrace 
a preferential option for the poor 
and, as president, I will do every-

thing in my power to fight poverty 
and build a future that moves us 
closer to our highest ideals — not 
only that all women and men are 
created equal in the eyes of God, 
but that they are treated equally by 
their fellow man.”

Still, Mr Biden has had to con-
tend with critics who point out that 
his support for abortion rights and 
same-sex marriage puts him at odds 
with the teachings of his church. 
Ahead of the election, some church 
leaders said Catholics should not 
vote for Mr Biden because of those 
views, while others said Catholics 
have the freedom to come to their 
own decisions in the voting booth.

Speaking to America in 2015, Mr 
Biden said he personally believes 
life begins at conception but said 
he recognises others do not share 
his view.

“What I’m not prepared to do 
is impose a precise view that is 
borne out of my faith on other peo-
ple who are equally God-fearing, 
equally committed to life, equally  
committed to the sanctity of life,” 
he said. “I’m prepared to accept 
that the moment of conception is a 
human life convened. But I’m not 
prepared to say that to other God-
fearing, non-God-fearing people.”

Mr Biden’s campaign described 
the election as “a battle for the soul 
of the nation.” He spent much of 
the campaign focused on various 
crises gripping the nation, includ-
ing intense polarisation, racial in-
justice and the corona-virus pan-
demic. In a video released during 
Holy Week, Mr Biden again turned 
to his faith.

“For many,” he said, “faith will 
help us get through this crisis that 
grips this nation today.” — By       
Michael J. O’Loughlin, America

Joe Biden will be the second Catholic president 
Here’s what you need to know about his faith

President-elect Joe Biden.

Cardinal-designate Wilton D. 
Gregory of Washington
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Maturity has various levels. 
Basic maturity is defined 
as having essentially out-

grown the instinctual selfishness 
with which we were born so that 
our motivation and actions are now 
shaped by the needs of others and 
not just by our own needs. That’s 
the basic minimum, the low bar for 
maturity. After that there are degrees 
and levels, contingent upon how 
much our motivation and actions 
are altruistic rather than selfish.  

In the Gospels, Jesus invites us 
to ever deeper degrees of maturity, 
though sometimes we can miss the 
invitation because it presents it-
self subtly and not as an explicitly 
worded moral invitation. One such 
subtle, but very deep, invitation to 
a higher degree of maturity is given 
in the incident where Jesus weeps 
over Jerusalem. What’s inside this 
image?

Here’s the image and its setting. 
Jesus has just been rejected, both in 
his person and in his message, and 
he sees clearly the pain the peo-
ple will bring upon themselves by 
that rejection. What’s his reaction? 
Does he react in the way most of us 
would: Well the hell with you! I hope 
you suffer the full consequences of 

your own stupidity! No. He weeps, 
like a loving parent dealing with a 
wayward child; he wishes with eve-
ry fibre in his being that he could 
save them from the consequences 
of their own bad choices. He feels 
their wound rather than gleefully 
contemplating their suffering. 

There’s a double challenge here. 
First, there’s a personal one: are 
we gleeful when people who reject 
our advice suffer for their wrong-
headedness or do we weep inside 
us for the pain they have brought 
onto themselves? When we see the 
consequences in people’s lives of 
their own bad choices, be it with 
irresponsibility, with laziness, with 
drugs, with sex, with abortion, 
with ideology, with anti-religious 
attitudes, or with bad will, are we 
gleeful when those choices begin to 
snake-bite them (Well, you got what 
you deserved!) or do we weep for 
them, for their misfortune?

Admittedly, it’s hard not be glee-
ful when someone who rejects what 
we stand for is then snake-bitten by 
his own stubborn choice. It’s the 
natural way the heart works and so 
empathy can demand a very high 
degree of maturity. For example, 
during this Covid-19 pandemic, 

medical experts (almost without 
exception) have been telling us to 
wear masks to protect others and 
ourselves. What’s our spontaneous 
reaction when someone defies that 
warning, thinks he is smarter than 
the doctors, doesn’t wear a mask, 
and then contracts the virus? Do we 
secretly bask in the cathartic satis-
faction that he got what he deserved 
or do we, metaphorically, “weep 
over Jerusalem”?

Beyond the challenge to each of 
us to move towards a higher level 
of maturity, this image also con-
tains an important pastoral chal-

lenge for the Church. How do we, 
as a Church, see a secularised world 
that has rejected many of our be-
liefs and values?  When we see the 
consequences the world is paying 
for this, are we gleeful or sympa-
thetic? Do we see the secularised 
world with all the problems it is 
bringing onto itself by its rejection 
of some Gospel values as an adver-
sary (someone from whom we need 
to protect ourselves) or as our own 
suffering child? If you’re a parent or 
grandparent who’s suffering over a 
wayward child or grandchild, you 
probably understand what it means 
to “weep over Jerusalem”. 

Moreover, the struggle to “weep 
over” our secularised world (or 
over anyone who rejects what we 
stand for) is compounded by yet 
another dynamic which militates 
against sympathy. There’s a per-
verse emotional and psychological 
propensity inside us which works 
this way. Whenever we are hurting 
badly we need to blame someone, 
need to be angry at someone, and 
need to lash out at someone.  And 
you know who we always pick 
for that? Someone we feel safe 
enough to hurt because we know 
that he or she is mature enough not 

to hit back! 
There’s a lot of lashing out at the 

Church today. Granted, there are 
a lot of legitimate reasons for this. 
Given the Church’s shortcomings, 
part of that hostility is justified; but 
some of that hostility often goes be-
yond what’s justified. Along with 
the legitimate anger there’s some-
times a lot of free-floating, gratui-
tous anger. What’s our reaction to 
that unjustified anger and unfair ac-
cusation? Do we react in kind? You 
are way out of line here, go take 
that anger elsewhere! Or, like Jesus 
weeping over Jerusalem, can we 
meet unfair anger and accusation 
with tears of empathy and a prayer 
that a world that’s angry with us 
will be spared the pain of its own 
bad choices?

Soren Kierkegaard famously 
wrote: Jesus wants followers, not 
admirers! Wise words. In Jesus’ 
reaction to his own rejection, his 
weeping over Jerusalem, we see the 
epitome of human maturity. To this 
we are called, personally and as an 
ecclesial community. We also see 
there that a big heart feels the pain 
of others, even of others who reject 
you. — By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all 
rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

An invitation to maturity – 
Weeping over Jerusalem

VATICAN: In the past five years, 
the number of priests in Asia and 
Africa has increased, but the number 
worldwide has decreased, albeit by 
very little, according to the Annuar-
ium Statisticum Ecclesiae (Statistical 
Yearbook of the Church).

The Central Office of Church 
Statistics looked at the evolution in 
the number of priests in the world 
between 2013 and 2018 and found 
slight drop of 0.3 per cent, to around 
414,000. During that period, 43,000 
new priests were ordained, half of 
whom were in Africa and Asia, even-
ly split between the two continents.

The publication of the Annuarium 
Statisticum Ecclesiae for 2018 makes 
it possible to see the demographic 
and statistical evolution of the clergy 
and local Churches between 2013 
and 2018.

By looking at the geographic and 
functional distribution of priests (di-
ocesan and religious), some interest-
ing points of reflection emerge.

As noted, the total number of 
priests in the world decreased from 
415,348 in 2013 to 414,065 in 2018, 
mostly in the latter part of the period. 
However, in Africa and Asia, the 
trend was positive, +14.3 per cent 
and + 11.0 per cent respectively, with 
a net gain of 2,200 priests in 2018 
alone.

Conversely, in the Americas, the 
number did not change, with around 
122,000 priests. Europe and Oceania 
explain the worldwide drop, with a 
loss of more than seven per cent and 

1.1 per cent respectively.
In terms of type, the number of 

diocesan priests grew by more than 
1,300 or 0.5 per cent whereas reli-
gious priests experienced a loss of 
2,600 or almost two per cent.

Geographically, religious priests 
decreased in Europe (-8.3 per cent), 
the Americas (-6.7 per cent) and Oce-
ania (-3.1 per cent), and increased 
in Asia (+12.8 per cent) and Africa 
(+9.7 per cent).

The gain in the number of diocesan 
priests is attributable to the rapid ex-
pansion of the diocesan presence in 
Africa (+16.4 per cent), Asia (+10.8 
per cent) and South America (+2.2 
per cent), whilst Europe shows a 
clear drop (-6.7 per cent).

Despite its decline from 44.3 per 
cent (184,000) in 2013 to 41,3 per 
cent in 2018, Europe still has the larg-
est number of priests in the world. 
Africa and Asia gained ground, rising 
from 22.9 per cent in 2013 to 25.7 per 
cent in 2018. The Americas and Oce-

ania remained stable at around 30 per 
cent and 1.1 per cent respectively.

In the 2013-2018 period, more 
than 43,000 priests were ordained, 
with 28.3 per cent in the Americas, 
followed by Africa (25.5 per cent), 
Asia (25.2 per cent), Europe (20.3 
per cent) and Oceania (0.7 per cent).

The drop in the number of priests 
between 2013 and 2018 is partly due 
to excess mortality. Nevertheless, in 
this period, there were 39,000 deaths 
in the world, 4,000 less than the num-
ber of ordinations.

In Europe, where the clergy is old, 
the number of deaths, 23,365 exceed-
ed the number of new ordinations by 
almost 15,000. This decline was off-
set by gains in Asia, and especially 
in Africa, where the average age of 
priests is lower. In the Americas, the 
demographic balance is almost in 
perfect parity.

In the period under review, mortal-
ity varied considerably. Africa, Cen-
tral America, and South East Asia 
had lower mortality rates than all the 
other areas.

Almost 6,000 priests left the priest-
hood in 2014-2018, mostly in the 
Americas and Europe (81 per cent), 
while the other areas saw fewer loss-
es.

Finally, North and Central Amer-
ica, Europe and Oceania gained 
priests through immigration from 
other continents, whilst Africa, Asia 
and South America experienced 
a net loss due to outmigration. —                                            
AsiaNews

The number of priests in Asia and 
Africa has increased in five years

Shed your clear light on our hearts, Lord,
so that walking continually in the way of your commandments
  we may never be deceived or misled.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
  who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
  (one) God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

LONDON: The English and Welsh 
Bishops’ Conference has decreed 
that in the translation of the conclu-
sion of collects in the Roman Mis-
sal, “one” is to be omitted before 
“God”. The conclusions will now 
read “God, for ever and ever” (see 
below).

The decision follows a letter sent 
to the Conference earlier this year 
by Cardinal Robert Sarah, prefect 
of the Congregation for Divine 
Worship (CDW), addressing a con-
cern about the English translation.

A Nov 9 decree signed by Car-
dinal Vincent Nichols of Westmin-
ster and Fr Christopher Thomas, 
the president and general secretary, 
respectively, of the English and 
Welsh Bishops’ Conference, notes 
that “prior to now” in the three for-
mulae of conclusions to collects, 
“the Latin words ‘Deus, per omnia 
sæcula sæculorum’ have been ren-
dered in English as ‘one God, for 
ever and ever.’”

The Bishops of England and 
Wales voted “that these formulae 
should be adjusted by the removal 
of the word ‘one’ from the conclu-
sion of the Collect.”

The most common formula used 
when a collect is addressed to the 
Father will now read: “Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever.”

The correction will take effect in 
the dioceses of England and Wales 
from Nov 29, the First Sunday of 
Advent. — CNA

English bishops adjust 
liturgical translation
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Pope calls on the young to  
chart a new development model
The inaugural forum of the 

Economy of Francesco end-
ed Nov 21. But according to 

its participants, that end is just the 
beginning.

On the final day of the Economy 
of Francesco, Pope Francis en-
couraged participants to respond 
to “the urgent need for a differ-
ent economic narrative,” while 
the young adults attending laid 
out their own ideas for what that 
vision is, beginning with slowing 
down the global economic engines 
that are destroying the planet.

“We are convinced that a better 
world cannot be built without a 
better economy, and that the econ-
omy is so important for the lives 
of peoples and the poor that we all 
need to be concerned with it,” read 
a statement from the young econo-
mists, entrepreneurs and “change 
makers” who participated in the 
three-day virtual gathering Nov 
19-21.

The Economy of Francesco 
sought to draw from the perspec-
tives of young adults and their ide-
as for new economic models and 
ways for the world to define what 
human flourishing looks like.

Throughout the conference, 
anchored by a handful of organ-
isers situated in the Basilica of 

St Francis of Assisi in the saint’s 
birthplace in Italy, speakers, par-
ticipants and those conversing in 
the online chat expressed the be-
lief that the current and past eco-
nomic systems are not capable of 
addressing the dual challenges of 
meeting the needs of all people 
without further decimating the 
planet and its climate.

At its conclusion, the partici-
pants issued 12 points of action to 
guide a reanimation of the global 
economy. The 12 points mirror the 
12 thematic village hubs that iden-
tified key topics, like finance and 
humanity, energy and poverty, and 
work and justice. At the top of the 
list: slow down the economic pace 
globally “to let the Earth breathe.”

“When COVID is over, we 
must choose to slow down the un-
bridled race that is suffocating the 
Earth and the weakest people who 
live on Earth,” the young people 
said.

Other action points included:
 sharing advanced technolo-
gies to help low-income coun-
tries develop energy sources 

and economies in sustainable 
ways that don’t contribute to 
global warming;
 placing stewardship of com-
mon goods, including the at-
mosphere and ecosystems, at 
the centre of government and 
academic agendas;
 respecting the right to decent 
work for all;
 immediately abolishing tax 
havens worldwide;
 providing quality education 
and equal work opportunities 
for women;
 diverting resources away 
from war and toward education 
and healthcare.
Although some people may 

consider their requests “utopian,” 
the participants said, they see 
their position as “prophetic, and 
therefore that we can ask, ask and 
ask again, because what seems 
impossible today will seem less 
so tomorrow thanks to our com-
mitment and our insistence.

“We ask all this first of all from 
ourselves, and we are committed 
to living the best years of our en-
ergy and intelligence so that the 
[Economy of Francesco] can in-
creasingly bring salt and leaven 
to everyone’s economy,” they 
wrote.

People participate in the “Economy of Francesco” virtual meeting Nov 21. Organisers were situated in the Basilica of 
St Francis of Assisi in Assisi, Italy. (CNS/Economy of Francesco)

Urgent need for a different economic narrative
The Economy of Francesco 

conference was designed to be 
a collaborative catalyst to imag-
ine a new economic system, one 
that benefits and prioritises peo-
ple, the poor and the planet. It has 
been called by some the “Pope’s 
Davos,” a reference to the an-
nual World Economic Forum of 
global leaders, but substituting the 
world’s business elite with aspir-
ing economists and entrepreneurs 
all under the age of 35.

In a video message, Francis 
was straightforward: “We need 
change, we want change and we 
seek change.” He stressed “the ur-
gent need for a different economic 
narrative” and urged young people 
who share his belief to “roll up 

your sleeves” and take the lead.
“The gravity of the present situ-

ation, made all the more evident by 
the COVID pandemic, demands 
that a responsible stand be taken 
by all social actors, all of us, with 
yourselves in the forefront,” the 
Pope said.

He continued, “The time has 
come to take up the challenge of 
promoting and encouraging mod-
els of development, progress and 
sustainability in which people, 
especially the excluded (including 
our sister Earth), will no longer be 
— at most — a merely nominal, 
technical or functional presence. 
Instead, they will become protago-
nists in their own lives and in the 
entire fabric of society.”

 Francis repeated the words of 
Pope Paul VI in saying develop-
ment cannot be limited to econom-
ic growth but rather should foster 
the whole of every person. He 
called the current system  struc-
turally imbalanced and said it was 
not enough to increase wealth and 
distribute it more fairly, or to trust 
in philanthropy to fill gaps or rely 

on new technology to make the 
Earth a better place for human life. 
Rather, there is a need “recover a 
sense of the common good,” Fran-
cis said; the poor require more 
than social welfare. They need a 
seat at the table in developing new 
economic models that benefit all.

“No shortcuts! Be a leaven! Roll 
up your sleeves! Once the present 

health crisis has passed, the worst 
reaction would be to fall even 
more deeply into feverish consum-
erism and forms of selfish self-
protection. Remember: We never 
emerge from a crisis unaffected; 
either we end up better or worse,” 
he said.

 
l Continued on Page 14

Young people take part in a virtual session during the Economy of Francesco on Nov 21. The three-day forum brought 
together more than 2,000 economists and entrepreneurs under age 35 to reimagine a new economic model founded in 
the teachings of St Francis of Assisi and Pope Francis. (NCR screenshot)

People in Assisi, Italy, watch as Pope Francis speaks in a video message 
presented Nov 21 during the “Economy of Francesco” virtual meeting. (CNS/
Economy of Francesco)
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An opportunity to change course

Muhammad Yunus, the Bang-
ladeshi economist and 

2006 Nobel Prize winner who 
launched a global microcredit 
movement, said that finance was 
originally created to facilitate 
trade, but it quickly transformed 
into a vehicle to consolidate 
wealth and “to make a few peo-
ple richer and richer.”

In a conversation Nov 20 with 
four young economists, Yunus 
said the coronavirus pandemic 
has exposed weaknesses in the 
current economic system, where 
those on the margins of soci-
ety have fallen further into pov-
erty — sometimes in a matter 
of weeks — while a “festival of 
super profit” takes place among 

companies making money from 
the pandemic-era stock market 
and vaccine production.

As nations look to piece their 
economies back together follow-
ing the pandemic, Yunus said, re-
turning to that state would be a 
mistake.

“I'm telling everybody, why do 
you want to go to a pre-pandemic 
situation? That was terrible. That 
world is absolutely pushing us 
into our ultimate death and ul-
timate disaster, because global 
warming will push us that way,” 
he said.

Like others, including the Pope 
and others inside the Vatican, he 
said the pandemic has “stopped 
the machine” and allowed an op-

portunity to examine whether hu-
manity wants to change course. 
This is occurring at the start of 
a critical decade, during which 
global greenhouse gas emissions 
must be halved by 2030, and 
countries have collectively com-
mitted to achieving the UN Sus-
tainable Development Goals.

Yunus pointed to a goal of 
“three zeroes”: zero carbon emis-
sions, zero wealth concentration, 
zero unemployment. Getting 
there will require building new 
pathways, he said, otherwise hu-
manity will end up in the same 
destination.

“We have to make up our mind 
to make it happen. It’s in our 
hands,” Yunus said.

Bangladeshi economist and Nobel Prize winner Muhammed Yunus speaks with 
a group of young economists Nov 20 during the Economy of Francesco virtual 
event. (NCR screenshot)

Economy, ecology, home
Vandana Shiva, an Indian physicist 

and environmental activist, in a dis-
cussion Nov 20 said that while Aristotle 
considered economy as the art of living, 
it has now been distorted to mean mon-
eymaking.

She went on to quote Pope Francis 
in his 2013 apostolic exhortation Evan-
gelii Gaudium, where he said the golden 
calf has returned through the idolatry 
of money. Beyond that, progress has 
focused on “playing the role of God,” 
Shiva said, whether in gene editing, ge-
netically modified seeds or automation. 
The present crises facing the world, she 
added, are “rooted in the idea that nature 
is dead, people are raw materials to be 
used and exploited — they, too, are just 
inputs to the machine.”

Noting that ecology and economy 
share a common root word, “home,” she 
added that “the economy should take 
care of our common home” and seek to 
work in harmony with nature through 
work to restore and preserve it, rather 
than only extract resources from it.

“I have realised that the best economic 
principle is what St Francis gave us: It is 

only in giving that we receive,” she said.
Shiva said the present moment pre-

sents a chance to “reclaim our deep hu-
manity” and oneness with one another 
and the Earth. “We are, of course, one 
species among trillions. And we are one 
humanity on one planet. And the Econ-
omy of Francesco shows the way,” she 
said.

As for what happens next, 
committee members for 

the Economy of Francesco 
said the work will continue 
through the regional hubs as 
well as the “village” hubs ar-
ranged around the 12 topic 
areas of concern.

They also hope to hold an-
other gathering in Assisi, this 
time in person, possibly in 
autumn 2021, and to include 
more people from Africa and 

South America, as well as 
people of low or no income.

In one Nov 21 segment, 
participants shared video 
messages of what the Econ-
omy of Francesco meant to 
them.

“Good music for our 
planet.”
“The start of a new glob-
al economy that leaves 
nobody behind.”

“I have realized that the best economic 
principle is what St Francis gave us: It 
is only in giving that we receive,” said 
Indian physicist and environmental 
activist Vandana Shiva.

What happens next?

l Continued from Page 13

With the Pope and the 
saint as inspiration, the 
Economy of Francesco 

assembled more than 2,000 young 
people to enter the conversation 
about what a new economy in-
spired by their teachings might 
look like. And while the coronavi-
rus pandemic altered plans to meet 
in person in Assisi, it did little to 
dampen the attendees’ conviction 
of the need for global economic 
change.

“You did not lose heart,” Francis 
said, “and, in fact, I have appreci-
ated the level of reflection, preci-
sion and seriousness with which 
you have worked. You brought to 
it all of your passion for the things 
that excite you, cause you concern, 
make you indignant and urge you 
to work for change.”

Kate Raworth, an economist at 
the University of Oxford’s Environ-
mental Change Institute, said that 
the crises experienced in this early 
part of this century — the 2008 
global recession, climate change, 
and the health and economic im-

pacts of the coronavirus pandemic 
— illustrate how deeply intercon-
nected the world is today and how 
current systems contributed to the 
crises, but cannot solve them be-
cause they weren’t designed with 
these challenges in mind.

“We need to reimagine what 
human prosperity looks like in 
the 21st century, and a vision that 
doesn’t depend on endless expan-
sion everywhere,” she said.

Raworth said her “doughnut 
model” of economics and social 
and planetary boundaries “is hu-
manity’s 21st-century selfie.” But 
she said it can also be a “compass” 
for how economies must move for-
ward.

The doughnut model illustrates 
two interrelated rings: an inner 
one that measures how nations are 
meeting people’s essential needs, 
as defined by the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals; 
and an outer one that tracks how 
countries are exceeding life-sup-
porting planetary boundaries re-
lated to climate, biodiversity, pollu-
tion and land use.

“The goal here is to meet the 

needs of all people within the 
means of the living planet. And 
suddenly humanity’s aim isn’t end-
less expansion — it’s thriving in 
balance,” she said.

The world as a whole and in-
dividual nations are currently far 
from balanced, Raworth added, 

with high-income countries like 
the US still not meeting all citizens’ 
essential needs while putting a dis-
proportionate strain on the planet’s 
resources. The country closest to 
“the doughnut zone” is Vietnam.

Raworth said a central economic 
goal should be to create new busi-

ness models that allow develop-
ment to lift people from poverty, 
but not at the expense of environ-
mental destruction.

“It’s never been done. It’s a new 
journey and it requires a new vi-
sion, new ambition and new poli-
cies,” she said.

COVID has exposed the weakness of the current economic situation

Kate Raworth, an economist at Oxford University’s Environmental Change Institute, explains her “doughnut” economic 
model on advancing people’s essential needs without exceeding the boundaries of the planet’s resources. (NCR screenshot)

“Creating a culture of con-
servation, preservation and 
inclusion.”
“The community who puts 
into practice Fratelli Tutti.”
“A better world for our chil-
dren.”
One point where everyone 

agreed appeared on screen as the 
livestream neared its end: “This is 
just the beginning.” — By Brian 
Roewe, NCR

Young economists and entrepreneurs plan to meet online to discuss making the global economy more 
inclusive. (Vatican News photo)
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Dear children, 

Advent is here! 
It's time to begin preparing for 

the coming of Jesus at Christ-
mas. Jesus came the first time 
long time ago in Bethlehem. 
Now He comes to us every time 

we go to Mass, in Holy Commun-
ion.  But due to the pandemic, 
children below 12 are not allowed 
to come to the church and cel-
ebrate  public Mass. But we can 
still follow online Mass and re-
ceive spiritual communion. 
This Sunday, we celebrate the 

first week of Advent. Advent is 
the time to get ready for Christ-
mas. We get our houses ready by 

cleaning and decorating. We get 
our souls ready by learning and 
thinking about Jesus. 
Here are some things that will 

help you get ready for Christmas:
- Light a candle on an advent 
wreath when you say your 
prayers every day.
-Read a book about Advent or 
Christmas
-Do nice things for people
-Save some money to buy food 
for poor children
Children, remember that any-

thing you do for someone else, 
you do for Jesus! 

Aunty Eliz

Make a beautiful Advent wreath
Colour three candles purple and one candle pink. 
Then  colour the leaves green and the bow a bright 
red to complete the scene. Add a little yellow glitter 
to the flames to make your candles shine.

In the Gospel, Jesus tells 
us to always be ready.
Here’s someone                   
waiting for his                                
master to return
Use this code to                
colour the picture in:



HERALD

YOUTHYOUTH
November 29, 2020

Dialogue

Social 
Communication

(1996)

Formation

Poor

(1976) (1976)

(1976)

(1976)

Family
(1996)

BEC

Unity
(1976)

INTEGRAL 
EVANGELISATION

Youth
(1986)

KUALA LUMPUR: The youth of St Jo-
seph Church are organising “ADVENT 
HANGOUTS‘ for young people be-
tween the ages of 15 – 35.

This is a four-part series reflecting on 
the Advent Themes – Hope, Faith, Joy 
& Peace.

These sessions will be guided by 
Msgr James Gnanapiragasam.

Place: Google Meet
Time: 8.15pm
Dates: Nov 29, Dec 6, Dec 13, Dec 20
Please click this link to register:
https://forms.gle/LFGbUcvb79uaQx-
SGA

ADVENT HANGOUTS

KUCHING: No doubt about 
it, Christmas is going to be 
very different for all of us this 

year. But guess what? It doesn’t need 
to be dry, right? Join us, let us make 
Christmas 2020 COME ALIVE!

As we remember with gratitude and gladness 
Jesus’ birth and coming amidst the challenges 
of the pandemic and all the problems it brings, 
let us invite, or rather, let us allow God’s loving 
saving grace, this year more than ever for the 
need is far greater, to make the spirit of the sea-
son fill our very challenged lives.

The Youth Commission of the Kuching Arch-
diocese (KAYC) is offering us an online experi-
ence to make our Advent season a meaningful 
preparation and our Christmas season a fruitful 
celebration of Jesus’ birth and coming. Entitled 
“Come Alive 25 to 25”, this programme is a 
four-week posting of a 25-minute video each of 
inspirational sharing, music, arts, dance, poetry, 
prayer and blessing, presented by the many gen-
erous and gifted sisters, priests, lay, young and 
old, from the whole Kuching Archdiocese. The 
four videos present to us, one after the other, the 
four themes of Advent, namely, Hope, Peace, 
Joy, and Love.

In each of the four videos, we have the lighting 
of the Advent wreath candle, the proclamation 
of God’s word, prayer response, messages and 
witnessing, and final blessing. We thus invite 
and encourage all of us to make these “Come 
Alive” videos our weekly Advent prayer experi-
ence which we may do personally or with our 
family, friends, or church community.

KAYC will be posting these videos in their Fa-
cebook, Youtube and Whatsapp every Saturday 
at 6 PM starting this Nov 28, the first Sunday of 
Advent. Catch all the four episodes through
 KAYC Facebook: Come Alive 25 to 25 
Playlist: https://www.facebook.com/kchy-
outhcom/videos/
 KAYC YouTube: Come Alive 25 to 25 
Playlist: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLeW4NfT2VyFELJm34RMdm-2KH-
D0EY2oOL
All this aims at one thing – to make Decem-

ber 25, in the lives of everyone, truly COME 
ALIVE.

Be filled with God’s HOPE, PEACE, JOY 
and LOVE this ADVENT and usher CHRIST-
MAS with Jesus “coming alive” in your life. 
With your family and friends, join us!

PS: As an addendum, and as a fitting con-
clusion, the Kuching Young Christian Students 
(KYCS) is also offering an online Christmas 
Concert on December 26.

Advent and Christmas 
Come Alive!

Advent Hangouts is a space 
for young people to commune 
with the Word and with each 
other as we journey towards 
Christmas while we reflect, re-
tune, and recapture the spirit 
of Advent .

So it’s more spiritual and 
reflective rather than a bible 
study.

Each week we’ll be focus-
ing on themes according to the 
Advent Candles. This coming 
Sunday, we’ll be focusing on 
Hope. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfHJkdHjy-3NGz3o-ys6hgnPINfMzviIwfK4geuOFs79fbbwQ/viewform
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KOTA KINABALU: The 22nd 
Catholic Campus Day (HWK-22, 
Hari Warga Kampus) this year 
will further help Catholic campus 
students accept the current situa-
tion due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and lead them to continue 
to dare to respond to God’s calls 
in the new norms despite various 
challenges.

For the first time this year, the 
HWK-22 programme was held 
online via Zoom application. It 
was well received with the partic-
ipation of 487 campus students as 
well as the presence of the Arch-
bishop of Kota Kinabalu, Arch-
bishop John Wong.

The Archbishop said he was 
proud of the campus students for 
daring to accept the challenge by 
organising HWK-22 which relies 
solely on media technology.

Archbishop Wong urged them 
to reflect and seek God’s message 
to the world and leave to God all 
the worries by living the theme of 
HWK-22.

This HWK-22 was held for 
two weeks from Oct 30 - Nov 1 
and then resumed on Nov 7-8, 
with the theme Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer. (Romans 12:12).

HWK-22 began with a live-

streamed Mass, celebrated by Fr 
Paul Lo, parish priest of the Ca-
thedral of the Sacred Heart. Many 
programmes have been prepared 
in line with the theme of HWK-
22. 

Sr Suzan Guntabid, FSIC  
touched on My Mental Health 

where she shared 15 stories that 
affect human mental health, espe-
cially in this new norm.

They also invited Alexander 
Jiran from Kota Belud parish, to 
give a session on My Faith and 
Prayer Life. He shared his prayer 
life experience and emphasised 

that prayer is a very important 
part in a Catholic’s life and should 
go along by faith that is essential 
to strengthen our personality and 
relationship with God.

Other than that, participants 
had the opportunity to share in 
small groups, praise and worship 

together, play games, etc. 
Fr Nicholas Stephen, parish 

priest of St Peter Claver, Ranau 
celebrated the closing Mass. “We 
are the temple of God. When you 
leave university, you become a 
witness of Christ who is willing 
to sacrifice and dare to face chal-
lenges. Do not be afraid to testify, 
because Jesus is with you. Do not 
be afraid, because Jesus has risen 
and is present in the midst of us 
all, ” said in his homily.

During the CMCO, some have 
complained that the church was 
closed and many church activities 
have to be cancelled. Fr Nicholas 
explained that we are the Church. 
The Church will never be closed 
because we, the living Temple, 
continue the works of God’s sal-
vation.

The main challenge during this 
programme was poor Internet 
connection. However, it did not 
stop people from participating in 
HWK-22.

The students remained thank-
ful to God for HWK, which is 
celebrated joyfully every year. 
Due to the current situation now, 
we have to meet virtually but 
God still works at every moment 
in every situation. — HWK-22 
Team

KUALA LUMPUR: The Catholic Students’ 
Society of University of Malaya (CSSUM) 
had their first Family Gathering (FG) for the 
academic year of 2020/2021 on November 
13. It was our first time organising a virtual 
FG as our previous FGs were usually done 
physically in UM. FGs are the biweekly 
meetings of our society and serve the pur-
pose of strengthening the bond between our 
members and acting as a place for all of us 
to learn more about our faith. 

The theme for our first FG was Why 
should I believe in God? and we chose this 
theme to help set the scene for our future 
gatherings. We started off with the gospel 
reading for that day and had a praise and 
worship session with the song Dengan Apa 
Kan Kubalas. Next, we had our ice-break-
ing game, Bingo intro, which was definitely 
a great time for everyone! One of the ques-
tions in the game was “If you were a You-
Tuber, what type of content would you go 

for?” There was a variety of responses rang-
ing from wanting to become a YouTube 
cover artist who doesn’t show their face to 
making videos about trying delectable cake 
icings!

Finally, it was time for the main event of 
our gathering — tackling the question of 
“Why should we believe in God?”. Jacin-
ta, from the Archdiocesan Single Adults 
and Youth Office Kuala Lumpur (ASAYO 
KL), gave a short presentation illuminating 
the topic and got our minds primed for the 
small group discussions. One of the points 
she made was that we all long for happi-
ness and we may have tried looking for it 
through success, career opportunities, and 
possessions. However, complete and last-
ing happiness can only be found in God. 
We all naturally long for Him and that is 
why the things of this world are not enough 
to satisfy our desire for everlasting happi-
ness.

Next, we broke into four small groups of 
about five to eight people using the break-
out room feature in Zoom. Each group 
discussed different questions related to 
the theme of believing in God. The small 
groups allowed everyone to share their 
opinions on the topic. After 25 minutes, 
everyone reconvened in the big group to 
share what they learned in the small groups. 
By listening to the sharings of others, we 
were all able to encourage one another to 
continue believing in our faith and helped 
clear up doubts that any of us had regarding 
our faith.

After a fruitful discussion and qual-
ity time with friends, we came to the end 
of our family gathering. We took a group 
photo before proceeding with the clos-
ing prayer. When the gathering officially 

ended, we said our goodbyes and went 
our own ways. However, we left the video 
call on for a few minutes after the gather-
ing ended so that our members could stay 
back if they wanted to chit-chat and catch 
up with each other. Since everything was 
done online this semester, online meetings 
such as this are among the few pockets of 
time we have with each other.

It was our first virtual FG and we 
couldn’t be any happier about how well it 
went. Who says you can’t have fun during 
an online gathering? 

If you are interested in joining our future 
events, please follow our Instagram ac-
count to get notified about future activities. 
See you there!

cssumyouths

Campus students come together virtually for the 22nd Catholic Campus Day.

Respond to God’s call in the new norm

Uni students have first 
online family gathering

https://www.instagram.com/cssumyouths/


We Remember ...

From Sisters,                 
nephews, nieces, 
grandnephews, 

grandnieces and friends.

Fr Ignatius Huan            
Kin Kwang

Gifted: 23rd Nov 1941 
Returned to the Lord:          

3rd Dec 2018

Thanksgiving 
to 

Mother Mary, 
St Anne, St Jude, 

St Expedite, 
St Anthony, 
St Joseph 

and 
St Joseph 
Cupertino 
for sucess 
in exams  
— James

Thanksgiving 
Prayer
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In ever loving memory of 

my beloved husband, 
father, grandfather.

You are so loved and 
missed by all of us.

Although you                        
can’t be with us,                  

we are truly not apart, 
Until the final breath               
we take, you will be     
living in our hearts.

Deeply missed,                     
always loved and 
cherished by Your 

beloved wife Philo,                
children, daughters-in-law                                  

and grandchildren.

5th Anniversary                                        
In Ever Loving Memory of a Beloved 

Husband, Father, Grandfather

Mickey Hoe                    
Voon Ping
Departed:                          

29th Nov 2015

         

Close in our hearts you will stay,                                         
loved and remembered everyday by                                

Children, Grandchildren and loved ones.

From the Lord:                     
16 July 1921
To the Lord:                        
17 June 2000

20th Anniversary

Peter & Stella Dass

From the Lord:               
6 June 1931
To the Lord:                    

29 November 2013

7th Anniversary

In Loving Memory of

         

Our hearts will always love and cherish you.
Deeply missed and always remembered by                        

Loved ones.

Philip Anthony 
D’Cruz

Departed: 27-11-1990

30th Anniversary

Rajamah D’Cruz
Departed: 2-12-1986

34th Anniversary
In Loving Memory of

Pope prays for football 
legend Diego Maradona

VATICAN: The world is mourning leg-
endary Argentine soccer champion Die-
go Maradona, who died Nov 26, at the 
age of 60, from heart failure. Winning 
the World Cup in 1986 was the zenith 
of Diego Maradona’s career. In the quar-
ter finals of that match he infuriated the 
England Team, with his ‘Hand of God’ 
goal, yet minutes later left them in awe 
and wonderment, with the greatest goal 
of all time, carving a swathe through the 
English midfield and defence, beating 
six English players and slotting in the 
goal past the despairing arms of goal-
keeper Peter Shilton.

Diego met Pope Francis on a number 
of occasions, most notably Sept 4, 2014 
at the Casa Santa Marta, before a char-
ity match. They met again a year later, 
in connection with the Pope’s Scholas 
Occurrents worldwide movement for 
young people.

Pope Francis had been praying for 
Diego during his recent health problems 
and surgery to remove a brain clot.

Director of the Holy See Press Of-
fice, Matteo Bruni, said that the “Pope 
recalls with affection the times [he and 
Maradona] met in recent years, and re-
members him in prayer, as he has done 
in recent days after learning of his poor 
health.”

Brazilian legend Pele has led the trib-
utes to Maradona, saying: “I lost a great 
friend and the world lost a legend. May 
God give strength to family members. 
One day I hope we can play ball togeth-
er in the sky.”

Gary Lineker, who was in the England 
team during that historic match, wrote in 
Twitter: “Diego was by some distance 
the best player of my generation and ar-
guably the greatest of all time... After a 
blessed but troubled life, hopefully he’ll 
finally find some comfort in the hands of 
God. #RipDiego.”

Watch the 2014 meeting of Diego 
Maradona with Pope Francis here: www.
youtube.com/watch?v=a7jxOoLwl4 — 
Vatican News

Former Argentine soccer star Diego Maradona gives Pope Francis a jersey 
during a special audience at the Vatican’s Paul VI hall Sept 1, 2014. (CNS 
photo/L’Osservatore Romano via Reuters)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7jxAOoLwl4
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St Andrew, Apostle Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, November 29
(Romans 13:11-12)
You know ‘the time’ has come: 
you must wake up now: our 
salvation is even nearer than it 
was when we were converted. 
The night is almost over, it will 
be daylight soon – let us give 
up all the things we prefer to 
do under cover of the dark; let 
us arm ourselves and appear in 
the light.

Monday, November 30
(Ephesians 2:19-22)
You are no longer aliens or for-
eign visitors: you are citizens 
like all the saints, and part of 
God’s household. You are part 
of a building that has the apos-
tles and prophets for its foun-
dations, and Christ Jesus him-
self for its main cornerstone. 
As every structure is aligned 
on him, all grow into one holy 
temple in the Lord; and you 
too, in him, are being built into 
a house where God lives, in the 
Spirit.

Tuesday, December 1                            
(Genesis 49:10)
The sceptre shall not pass from 
Judah, nor the mace from be-
tween his feet, until the one 
comes to whom it belongs, to 
whom the peoples shall render 
obedience.

Wednesday, December 2
(Isaiah 7:14-1)
The maiden is with child and 
will soon give birth to a son 
whom she will call Immanuel. 
On curds and honey will he 
feed until he knows how to re-
fuse evil and choose good.                                                           

Thursday, Dec 3
(Hebrews 13:7-9)
Remember your leaders, who 
preached the word of God to 
you, and as you reflect on the 
outcome of their lives, imitate 
their faith. Jesus Christ is the 
same today as he was yester-
day and as he will be for ever. 
Do not let yourselves be led 
astray by all sorts of strange 
doctrines.

Friday, December 4
(Jeremiah 30: 21-22)
A ruler shall appear, one of 
themselves,
a governor shall arise from 
their own number.
I will myself bring him near and 
so he shall approach me, says 
the Lord.
So you shall be my people,
and I will be your God.

Saturday, December 5
(Isaiah 11:1-2)
A shoot shall grow from the 
stock of Jesse, and a branch 
shall spring from his roots. The 
spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 
him, a spirit of wisdom and un-
derstanding, a spirit of counsel 
and power, a spirit of knowl-
edge and the fear of the Lord.

St Andrew was one of the fishermen of 
Bethsaida, and a brother, perhaps elder 
brother, of St Peter. He became a dis-

ciple of St John the Baptist. He seemed al-
ways eager to bring others into notice; when 
called himself by Christ on the banks of the 
Jordan, his first thought was to go in search 
of his brother, and he said, “We have found 
the Messiah,” and he brought him to Jesus. 

It was he again who, when Christ wished 
to feed the five thousand in the desert, point-
ed out the little lad with the five loaves and 
fishes. 

St Andrew went forth upon his mission to 
plant the Faith in Scythia and Greece, and 
at the end of years of toil to win a martyr’s 
crown. 

After suffering a cruel scourging at Patræ 
in Achaia, he was left, bound by cords, to 
die upon a cross. 

When St Andrew first caught sight of the 
gibbet on which he was to die, he greeted 
the precious wood with joy. “O good cross!” 
he cried, “made beautiful by the limbs 
of Christ, so long desired, now so hap-

pily found! Receive me into thy arms and 
present me to my Master, that He Who re-
deemed me through thee may now accept 
me from thee.” 

Two whole days the martyr remained 
hanging on this cross alive, preaching, with 

outstretched arms from this chair of truth, to 
all who came near, and entreating them not 
to hinder his passion. — CNA

John spent most of his life in the Mon-
astery of Saint Sabas near Jerusalem, 

and all of his life under Muslim rule, in-
deed protected by it.

He was born in Damascus, received a 
classical and theological education, and 
followed his father into a government 
position under the Arabs. After a few 
years, he resigned and went to the Mon-
astery of Saint Sabas.

He is famous for three things:
First, he is known for his writings 

against the iconoclasts, who opposed 
the veneration of images. Paradoxically, 
it was the Eastern Christian emperor 
Leo who forbade the practice, and it was 
because John lived in Muslim-ruled ter-

ritory that his enemies could not silence 
him.

Second, he is famous for his treatise, 
Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, a 
summary of the Greek Fathers, of which 
he became the last. It is said that this 
book became for Eastern schools what 
the Summa of Aquinas became for the 
West.

Third, he is known as a poet, one of 
the two greatest poets of the Eastern 
Church, the other being Romanus the 
Melodist. His devotion to the Blessed 
Mother and his sermons on her feasts are 
well known. — franciscanmedia.org

St John Damascene

On Dec 3, the Roman Catholic Church 
honours St Francis Xavier, one of the 

first Jesuits who went on to evangelise vast 
portions of Asia.

Francis Xavier was born during 1506 in 
the Kingdom of Navarre, a region now di-
vided between Spain and France. His moth-
er was an esteemed heiress, and his father 
an adviser to King John III. While his broth-
ers entered the military, Francis followed an 
intellectual path to a college in Paris. There 
he studied philosophy, and later taught it af-
ter earning his master’s degree.

In Paris, the young man would discover 
his destiny with the help of his long-time 
friend Peter Faber, and an older student 
named Ignatius Loyola – who came to Paris 
in 1528 to finish a degree, and brought to-
gether a group of men looking to glorify 
God with their lives.

At first, personal ambition kept Francis 
from heeding God’s call. Ignatius’ humble 
and austere lifestyle did not appeal to him. 
But the older student, who had undergone 
a dramatic conversion, often posed Christ’s 
question to Francis: “What will it profit a 
man to gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul?”

Gradually, Ignatius convinced the young 
man to give up his own plans and open his 
mind to God's will. In 1534, Francis Xavier, 
Peter Faber, and four other men joined Ig-
natius in making a vow of poverty, chastity, 
and dedication to the spread of the Gospel 
through personal obedience to the Pope.

Francis became a priest in 1537. Three 
years later, Pope Paul III confirmed Ignatius 
and his companions as a religious order, the 
Jesuits. During that year, the king of Portu-

gal asked the Pope to send missionaries to 
his newly-acquired territories in India.

Together with another Jesuit, Simon Rod-
riguez, Francis first spent time in Portugal 
caring for the sick and giving instruction in 
the faith. On his 35th birthday, he set sail for 
Goa on India’s west coast. There, however, 
he found the Portuguese colonists causing 
disgrace to the Church through their bad 
behaviour.

This situation spurred the Jesuit to action. 
He spent his days visiting prisoners and the 
sick, gathering groups of children together 
to teach them about God, and preaching to 
both Portuguese and Indians. Adopting the 
lifestyle of the common people, he lived on 
rice and water in a hut with a dirt floor.

Xavier’s missionary efforts among them 
often succeeded, though he had more dif-
ficulty converting the upper classes, and en-
countered opposition from both Hindus and 
Muslims. In 1545 he extended his efforts to 
Malaya, before moving on to Japan in 1549.

Becoming fluent in Japanese, Francis 
instructed the first generation of Japanese 
Catholic converts. Many said that they were 
willing to suffer martyrdom, rather than re-
nounce the faith brought by the far-flung 
Jesuit.

St. Francis Xavier became ill and died on 
Dec. 3, 1552, while seeking a way to en-
ter the closely-guarded kingdom of China. 
In 1622, both St Francis Xavier and St Ig-
natius Loyola were canonised on the same 
day. — CNA

St Francis Xavier

● Achaia; 
● Amalfi, Italy; 
● Anglers; 
● Burgundy; 
● Diocese of 
Constantinople; 
● Fish dealers; 
● Fish mongers; 
● Fishermen; 
● Gout; 
● Greece; 
● Lampertheim; 
● Germany; 
● Maidens; 

● Old maids; 
● Patras, Greece; 
● Russia; 
● Scotland; 
● Singers; 
● Sore throats; 
● Spinsters; 
● University of 
Patras; 
● Unmarried 
women; 
● Women who 
wish to become 
mothers.

Feastday: November 30
Patron Saint of:

Patron Saint of: Mission
Feastday: December 3

Feastday: December 4
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T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

Universal:  Artificial Intelligence
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial 

intelligence may always serve humankind.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

MANILA: The “missionary renewal" of 
the Philippine Church is what the country’s 
Bishops’ Conference (CBCP) auger 500 
years after the arrival of Christianity, car-
ried by “thousands of men and women mis-
sionaries”. This is the hope contained in the 
pastoral letter signed by Msgr Romulo G. 
Valles, president of the CBCP, entitled Be-
coming Jesus’ Missionary Disciples.

In the CBCP Pastoral Letter for the Year 
2021 of Missio Ad Gentes the Filipino 
Church “rejoices as it enters a national cel-
ebration of the 500 Years of Christianity in 
our treasured homeland.  Five centuries ago 
we received the marvellous gift of the Chris-
tian faith; our hearts overflow with joy and 
gratitude. Why of all the nations and peoples 
in Asia was the Philippines chosen by God 
to be among the first to receive this precious 
gift? The clear answer is simply this: God’s 
magnanimous, overflowing love”. “Only 
God’s freely given love can illuminate the 
choice of the Filipino people to receive this 
valuable gift of faith!”.

“The Christian faith arrived and prospered 
in our land through the dedication and heroic 
sacrifices of thousands of men and women 
missionaries from various parts of the world.  
They treasured the gift of faith they had re-
ceived and desired to share this gift with 
others. As the theme chosen by the Catho-
lic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) for this fifth centennial notes: all 
Christians are ‘gifted to give.’  This ‘gifted-
ness’ motivated generous missionaries over 

the centuries; it must also enflame the hearts 
of all of us today to engage in mission here 
at home and in other countries (missio ad 
gentes). Indeed, this is part of Jesus’ mission 
mandate to his disciples: ‘What you have re-
ceived as a gift, give as a gift’ (Mt 10:8). We 
pray for a missionary renewal of our Church 
— both at home (ad intra) and beyond our 
borders (ad extra) during our celebration of 
the 500 years — and into the future!”

Missionary transformation
The document then recalls that in Evangelii 
Gaudium Pope Francis, “who visited us in 
2015, is committed to the missionary renew-

al of the entire Church”, affirms that “we 
need an ‘evangelising Church that comes 
out of herself,’ not a Church that is ‘self-ref-
erential’ and ‘lives within herself, of herself, 
and for herself’ (cf. EG 20-24). Francis says: 
‘I dream of a ‘missionary option,’ that is, a 
missionary impulse capable of transforming 
everything, so that the Church’s customs, 
ways of doing things, times and schedules, 
language and structures can be suitably 
channelled for the evangelisation of today’s 
world rather than for her self-preserva-
tion…. All renewal in the Church must have 
mission as its goal if it is not to fall prey to a 
kind of ecclesial introversion’ (EG 27).  We 
seek to renew our mission enthusiasm here 
at home as well as missio ad gentes, mission 
to other nations and peoples”.

“We recall the challenge of Pope John 
Paul II during his 1981 visit to our Church: 
‘I wish to tell you of my special desire: that 
the Filipinos will become the foremost mis-
sionaries of the Church in Asia.’ This is a 
clear invitation to engage in missio ad gen-
tes!”.

“Pope Francis’ insights about Church mis-
sionary renewal come from his deep per-
sonal relationship with Christ. He writes: ‘I 
invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very 
moment, to a renewed personal encounter 
with Jesus Christ…. I ask all of you to do 
this unfailingly each day’ (EG 3).  A piv-
otal insight of Pope Francis is that ‘we are 
all missionary disciples’ (EG 119); through 
baptism, ‘all the members of the People of 

God have become missionary disciples’ (EG 
120).  All Christians are ‘agents of evange-
lisation.’ Missionary evangelisation ‘calls 
for personal involvement on the part of each 
of the baptised…. Every Christian is a mis-
sionary to the extent that he or she has en-
countered the love of God in Christ Jesus: 
we no longer say that we are ‘disciples’ and 
‘missionaries,’ but rather that we are always 
‘missionary disciples’’’ (EG 120).

“Joy: A Convincing Sign.  For Pope Fran-
cis, salvation history is a ‘great stream of 
joy’ (EG 5) which we must also enter. Let 
the joy of faith be revived, because God’s 
mercies never end”.

Conclusion
Pope Francis’ profound thoughts on mis-
sionary renewal, joy, and mercy provide a 
solid compass to guide us as individuals and 
communities during our 500-years celebra-
tion and in the year 2021 which is dedicated 
to missio ad gentes (mission to all peoples). 
With Pope Francis we ask two graces of 
the Lord: ‘Let us not allow ourselves to be 
robbed of missionary vigour’ (EG 109). ‘Let 
us not allow ourselves to be robbed of mis-
sionary enthusiasm’ (EG 80). We remain 
constant in prayer, asking our two canon-
ised ‘foreign’ missionary saints, Lorenzo 
Ruiz and Pedro Calungsod, to intercede for 
us so that our loving God will always abun-
dantly bless our Church in the Philippines 
and all her many missionary endeavours!”                   
— AsiaNews

Missionary renewal to celebrate 500 
years of  Christianity in the Philippines

Dear Arch/Bishops, Fathers, Rev Deacons, 
and Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Greetings in the Name of Jesus.
There is no doubt that the COVID-19 pan-
demic continues to cause anxiety, confusion 
and fear all over the world, including in our 
country, Malaysia. The normal way of life, 
as we know it at the national, ecclesial and 
personal levels, has been disrupted to a large 
extent. We are challenged to adapt to the 
“new normal” in many areas of our lives. 
Even the way we celebrate the Eucharist and 
other sacraments is ordered by SOPs and 
other procedures. Our involvement in certain 
areas of Church life, such as faith formation 
and pastoral work, are being reviewed and 
where necessary, transformed to meet the 
current situation.

In light of these circumstances, the                 
Peninsular Malaysia Pastoral Team (PMPT) 
working on the overall theme and monthly 
themes for 2021 decided to choose a theme 
that would help Catholics find meaning for 
their own lives and give meaning to others 
as they journey through 2021. In our discus-
sion, “hope” was the key word that emerged 
repeatedly. Hope is what is most needed 
these days, and in the days to come; we have 
to find and give hope; hope is one of the three 

theological virtues, the others being faith and 
charity, virtues related to one’s belief in God 
and love for neighbour.

In view of this, the working team have 
proposed the theme Hope: Believe, Live and 
Give for 2021. Its aim is to prompt and direct 
a person to look into his or her relationship 
with God, self and neighbour and to respond 
accordingly in the light of the signs of the 
time. The proposed theme contains also 
within it the essence of the elements found 
in the theme Sent with Joy to Heal. It is be-
lieving in the God of hope that will help me 

live in hope and give hope to my neighbour, 
and in doing so, bring healing to myself and 
others.

Besides the virtue of hope, another essen-
tial idea that was raised during the discussion 
is the Rukun Negara, the Malaysian decla-
ration of national philosophy instituted in 
1970. The five core principles of the decla-
ration serve as the formula towards national 
harmony and peace at all levels. These days, 
there has been much discussion on the Rukun 
Negara, and therefore, the team felt that ele-
ments of the five principles should also be 

reflected in the overall and monthly themes 
for 2021.

In addition, the key focus events for each 
month and the related themes and scripture 
verses were chosen to reflect and address 
some of the major issues confronting the 
world, the nation and the Church community.
Thank you.

Regards,
Fr Jude Miranda
Chairperson,
Peninsular Malaysia Pastoral Team

Peninsular Malaysia Pastoral themes for 2021
MONTH

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September 
October
November
December

EVENT
Sunday of the Word of God
World Harmony Week
International Women’s Day
Easter Season
International Day of Families
Hari Gawai/Kaamatan
World Day Against Human Trafficking
Assumption of Mary
World Day for the Care of Creation
Mission Sunday
World Day of the Poor
Christmas Season

DATE
Jan 24
Feb 1-6
Mar 8
Apr 4 - May 23
May 15
May 30 - June 2
July 30
Aug 15
Sept 1
Oct 24
Nov 14
Dec 25- Jan 5

MONTHLY THEME
The Word Became Flesh
Solidarity in Diversity
Igniting Equality
Rise in Hope
Togetherness in Good Times and Bad
Bridging Cultural Boundaries
Open Your Mouth, Defend the Oppressed
Mary, Mother of Hope
All the Earth Proclaims the Lord
Put into the Deep
The Poor: The Treasure of the Church
Do Not Be Afraid, I Bring You Good News

PMPT 2021 THEME AND MONTHLY THEMES: Hope: Believe, Live and Give


